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Howdy Lions!
      Have you made plans for our dude 
ranch yet?  We kick off the cattle drive 
for the 31-E Mid-Winter Convention in 
Salisbury on Friday, January 22, at the 
Holiday Inn on Jake Alexander Blvd.  
Make your bed roll reservations immedi-
ately at (704) 637-3100.  The deadline 
was January 1 to get the guarantee 
group rate. Rooms are on a space avail-
able basis after Jan. 1.  
     You can mail your convention and 
meal registration form (see the form in 
this bulletin) up until January 10.  You 
can register with PDG Ron Staley by 
phone or email between January 10 and 
January 16.
     Friday night we will have a Western 
Costume Contest, so come dressed as 
cowboys, Indians, cowgirls, and bar-
maids.  We will have cloggers and 
square dancers and maybe a roping con-
test.  (Did I hear the District Governor 
say "Not Me"??)
  We will also start our Silent Auction 
Friday night,  which should help get 
people ready for Saturday's auction.  For 
anyone that is staying Friday night, we 
will have a late night game of Lions 
Bingo.  
     All Tail Twisters are invited to par-
ticipate in Saturday morning's breakfast 
and auction.  Come early because Tail 
Twisters eat before the festivities start.  
The Best Dressed Tail Twister will be 
chosen by the audience, so dress for 
success.
     All clubs are asked to bring goods 
valued at $25 or more for the auction.
Please mark them with your club's name.  
Auction monies will benefit the White 
Cane Fund. In the past we have had Red 
Neck wine racks, gift baskets, power 
tools, paintings, toys, wood crafts, gift 
certificates, handmade quilts, and many 
other items.  Clubs will get White Cane 
credit for the amount of money raised 
with their donated items.  We  also need 
small gifts and goodies for the raffle.
    After the breakfast and auction, we 
will have a New Member Orientation 
and Lions Alert seminars.  Then we will 
have lunch available at the Chuck 
Wagon, also known as the hospitality 

room.  This year's cuisine will consist of BBQ 
(cooked by Master Chef Lion Jerry Blanken-
ship of the Cleveland Lions Club).  
     Our guest International Director will field 
questions in our afternoon session which will 
lead into our Cabinet Meeting.  During the
Cabinet meeting we will elect the District 
Governor and Fist and Second Vice District 
Governors for next year.  Then we are off to 
dress for our dinner at the Ranchers Table, 
District Governor's Banquet, which kicks off 
with the Parade of Banners.  All clubs are 
asked to bring their club banners and give a 
club member the honor of carrying the banner. 
     Don't miss our lobby full of exhibitors.  
There will be areas available for you to sit and 
talk with long time and new friends.  The
hospitality room will be open before and after 
the banquet for refreshments.
     But don't forget, that the fellowship and 
fun at Mid-Winter Convention is the greatest 
reward.  
     See you in Salisbury!!!    
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     Now that Christmas has come and gone 
and 2010 is here, it is time for Lions Clubs in 
District 31-E to get down to business and 
meet our financial obligations to the North 
Carolina Lions Foundation.  We may lead 
Multiple District 31 in the total amount of 
money contributed to Humanitarian-White 
Cane, but District 31-E is actually next to last 
:#
��$�
��C�����;   
:0���>-*���
��C����0;

Jan. 4   6:30 pm Davidson
Jan. 5   7 pm  Cornelius/LN
Jan. 8–9  31-GHJ Conv.
Jan. 12  6:30 pm Mint Hill
Jan. 13  Dav.Co. Council
Jan. 14 7 pm Mt. Pleasant
Jan. 16 B&G Homes Board
Jan. 18  7 pm Fair Grove
Jan. 19 Cornelius/LN
      Honor Peace Poster Winner
Jan. 22-23 31-E Mid-Winter   
         Convention, Salisbury
Jan. 25  7:30 Indian Trail
Jan. 26  6:30 pm Norwood
Jan. 28  7 pm Churchland
Jan.29–30 31-D Conv.
Feb. 1 6:30pm West Charlotte
Feb. 2   7 pm  Mt. Holly
Feb. 3  North Charlotte
Feb. 5 – 7 Council of   
      DGs/NCLF, Asheville
Feb. 9   7 pm Odell
Feb. 11  7 pm Huntersville
Feb. 15 7pm Ind.Trl. Lioness
Feb. 16  6:30 pm Matthews
Feb. 22  7 pm Unionville
Feb. 23  6:30 pm Hasty
Feb. 25  7 pm Locust
Feb. 26-27  State Leo Conv.
Feb. 27 West Lexington 50th
March 2 7 pm Benton Heights
March 6 Boys & Girls Homes 
 Workday
March 9 6:30 pm Welcome
              at West Lexington
March 15  6 pm Hickory Grove
March 16 7 pm Rutherfordton
                 District 31-A
March 21–23  Extension
           Workshop, Gaston Co.
April 9-10 NCLF Budget 
        Session, Camp Dogwood
April 10    3:30 Cabinet Mtg.
      Camp Dogwood
      Tour at 2:30, Dinner at 5:30
April 11–15  Camp Dogwood 
 Volunteer Week
April 17  B & G Homes Board
April 30 – May 2 NCLF 
        Annual Meeting, Raleigh
May 1 75thAnniversary Banquet
May 27–30 State Convention
 Asheville
June 28–July 3 Int.Convention 
             Sydney, Australia
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Where in the 
World is

DG Theresa?
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Make Club & Personal 
Donations Now for delivery 
at Mid-Winter Convention

Forms at www.nclf.org
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ship needs to hear from you. The Foundation needs the 
money now.
    District 31-E is not alone when it comes to White Cane 
contributions coming in slowly. Only one district in the 
state reached the mid-term goal of contributing 50 percent 
of their governor’s goal by the end of 2009.
      We all know what the NCLF does for the blind and 
visually impaired. So we also why the Foundation needs the 
money now, and we cannot wait until the end of the Lions’ 
year to make club contributions.
     Our next goal is to have 75 percent of contributions 
made by the end of March. We could do this, but only with 
100 percent cooperation of the clubs in District 31-E.
     Finally, I hope everyone will plan to attend the District 
31-E Mid-winter Convention Jan. 22-23 at the Holiday Inn 
in Salisbury. A reservation form is available in the gover-
nor’s newsletter or can be obtained through the district Web 
site.
     Vice District Governor Gary Steele and his committee 
have done a magnificent job planning the convention. They 
have planned some great activities to keep you entertained. 
We will hold our district cabinet meeting on Jan. 23, when 
2010-2011 elections will take place.
     See you at the convention.
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when it comes to meeting our goal for the campaign.
Statewide, governors have pledged to raise $775,500 for 
White Cane. As of Christmas, Lions have contributed 
$303,296 to the Foundation or 39.1 percent of our state-
wide goal.
     In District 31-E, we have contributed $53,686 to 
White Cane or 32.3 percent of Governor Theresa 
Matthews' goal of $166,000. The amount also includes 
$6,478 that has been contributed through memorials and 
honorariums.
     The good news is that District 31-E is slightly ahead 
of what we contributed to White Cane by this time in 
2008 – by approximately $11,000. But we have a long 
way to go, and now we have just six months to raise 
$112,314.
     Can we do it? The holiday season is particularly spe-
cial because so many people become selfless and do 
things for others rather than themselves. Charity prospers 
during Christmas. We need that same selflessness to con-
tinue into the new year.
     I would like to thank the following clubs in our dis-
trict for early contributions to White Cane: Charlotte 
Providence, Charlotte Southern, Charlotte SouthPark, 
Cleveland, Concord, Denton, Fair Grove, Gastonia 
Evening, Gastonia Noon, Gold Hill, Hickory Grove, 
Indian Trail, Jackson Park, Lexington Downtown, 
Matthews, Mint Hill, Mount Pleasant, Mount Ulla, Pilot, 
Rockwell, Salisbury, Stanfield, Thomasville, Unionville, 
Wadesboro, Waxhaw, Welcome, West Lexington and 
Wingate. 
     If your club is not mentioned then the district leader-
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     The District Points Contest is designed to encourage club ac-
tivities and reward clubs for their work in the community.  It is not 
for individuals efforts, although that should be encouraged and 
commended.
     For instance in regard to community service activites -- indi-
viduals delivering Meals on Wheels does not count, however the 
club sponsoring a night at a homeless shelter does.
     Also money actually spent by the club counts in the financial 
sections, not in kind services.  Although NCLF matching funds can 
be counted in aid to VIPs.
     Secretaries are being contacted to correct submissions.  Any 
questions or comments, contact the District Governor.

     The 2010 Southeastern Lions 
Leadership Institute will to be held 
April 15-18, 2010, in McCormick, 
SC, at Hickory Knob State Resort 
Park.  The SELLI prepares Lions for 
club  leadership responsibilities. 
      Participants of the South-
eastern  Lions Leadership Institute 
are club officers and emerging 
Lions. An email was sent to Club 
Presidents and Secretaries, Zone  
and Region Chairs, Leader-ship 
Chairs, and VDGs and DGs that 
have email addresses on record 
with Lions Clubs International.  The 
SELLI is trying to reach a broad 
audience to identify Lions who 
would be interested in this leader-
ship development opportunity.  
     Club Presidents, Secretaries 
and Zone Chairs - Please share this 
with your club members, as you 
never know who might be inter-
ested.  This is a great opportunity 
for Vice Presidents, and your en-
couragement could make the differ-
ence!  Also, be on the lookout for 

To Whom It May Concern:

Enclosed is our check in the amount of $1,495.00 for the 
2009-2010 District 31-E Humanitarian/White Cane contribu-
tion at $115.00 per member, based on 13 members July 1, 
2009.

We Norwood Lions are happy to serve and do our part to-
wards our District's Dream Goal.

Sincerely,
Gail Howell
Secretary
Norwood Lions Club

-------------------------------------------------------------
Dear Norwood Lions,

Thank you so much.  Keep up the good work!  This is 
MORE than 10% over your donation last year.  I really ap-
preciate your efforts and support of our goal.

District Governor Theresa

Lions you believe might be inter-
ested in moving into club leadership 
roles.
     Please note that there is an ap-
plication deadline of April 1.  
However, participants will be ac-
cepted on an ongoing basis until the 
capacity is filled, so don't delay in 
submitted those applications!  If 
anyone is interested, please have 
them contact either District 
Leadership Chair, Ron Staley,or 
District Governor Theresa 
Matthews, for assistance with regis-
tration.
      This program is not to be con-
fused with the Senior Lions Leader-
ship Institute which focuses on 
building the skills of Lions who have 
already been club presidents and 
seek positions on a district level, 
but who have not yet attained the 
position of Vice District Governor.

Ron Staley, PDG
District Leadership Chair

     The special children of Life Hope 
family support group in Charlotte were 
guests of honor at a Christmas celebra-
tion on December 17, coordinated by 
the Charlotte Providence and 
SouthPark Lions Clubs. About 110 par-
ents, siblings, Lions, and other volun-
teers enjoyed a meal, fellowship,  and 
Santa had presents for each of the 25 
special needs children of the support 
group.  
    PDG David Shimberg had prepared 
a "photo corner" and  took pictures of 
each of the family groups in a snowy 
setting.
     DG Theresa Matthews and her hus-
band, Lion Kirby, attended the party 
and helped serve dessert. 
     The Lions first "adopted" these 
children last Christmas at a similar 
event.  This summer the children, par-

ents, and siblings 
were treated to an 
overnight camping 
experience at the 
Belk Boy Scout 
Camp. Margaret 
Melando of the Boy 
Scout office also vis-
ited this Christmas 
event.    At left are 
some of the parents, 
children, and volun-
teers of the event.
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2009 - 2010 District 31-E
White Cane Goal

$166,000
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    Lions Go Round  is published monthly for and by the Lions 

of District 31-E in NC. The cost of producing and mailing this 

publication is paid from dues paid by the Lions Clubs of 

Anson, Cabarrus, Davidson, Gaston, Mecklenburg, Rowan, 

Stanly, and Union counties.

    DEADLINE for newsletter articles is the 20th of each month. 

Articles should be sent to:

DG Theresa Matthews, PO Box 788, Denton, NC  27239         

Email:  mkmsales@mindspring.com

     If you get this newsletter by USPS and you use an email

address regularly, please send your email address to:

 bpugh@cprsystems.com

     Newsletters by email are available a couple days faster than 

USPS.  Additional announcements are sent by email throughout 

the month.   Send address or email changes to

Lion Bennie Pugh, 15 North Forrest Dr., Thomasville, NC 27369

Email:  bpugh@cprsystems.com

100 %

75%

50%

25%

Half the Year
is over!

Pick up the Pace   

AS OF
Dec. 30, 2009

TOTAL

$56,536.71


