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Hello Lions:
   If you look around you will see Lions 
across the state with big smiles on their 
faces.  They will be refreshed and ready 
to take on the rest of the Lions year.  
They are probably some of more than 
344 Lions that attended the fun and 
festivities at the 31-E Mid-Winter 
Convention on January 22 and 23.  Fun 
and games abounded.  Friday night was 
filled with cloggers, square dancing, and 
slow dancing provided by the Luther 
Ridge Cloggers (from Rowan County) 
and the Southern Mountain Fire (from 
Asheville).  The dance floor was filled 
and much merriment was made.  Our 
theme being a western night we had Ms. 
Kitty (DG Theresa), the Marshall (DGE 
Gary Steele), the Saloon Girl (Lion Liz 
Steele), and the piano player (Lion 
Assistant Tail-twister Chris Beck).  We 
also met our International Director Lion 
Debra Wasserman and Lion Steve 
Wasserman.
     Asst. Tail Twister Chris, better 
known as I.D.I.O.T.T. spared no expense 
with another episode of the continuing 
melodrama.  Humiliation was heaped on 
Lion Kirby Matthews, Lion Terry 
Cauble, Lion Tim Williams, PDG 
Morris VanVleet, 1VDGE Michael 
Swartz, DGE Gary Steele, and Jacob 
Beck.  We almost had to send out for 
oxygen for the audience after the skit 
due to people laughing so hard that they 
couldn't breathe.
     The silent auction, Saturday's Tail 
Twister Breakfast, and Tail Twister fines 
raised over $5,500.00 for White Cane.  
With a $1,000.00 District donation and 
contributions we raised over $2,600.00 
for Haiti relief.  At the District 
Convention Cabinet meeting, the next 
three years of leadership were elected.  
Our International Director gave us a few 
insights about happenings at LCI during 
the town hall meeting, and answered 
questions from the audience.
      Our International Director was a 
wonderful keynote speaker at the ban-
quet.  She was energizing and motivat-
ing with her words.  After her speech 
she gave out a few awards and gifts.  
She thrilled the audience when she used 

her gift bag to cover the glowing orb on Asst. 
Tail-Twister Chris Beck's shoulders.  That was 
probably payback for the trick earlier when 
Lion Chris and Lion George Culp used a 
magic trick to remove her bra --
 not really!!!  I hope that you didn't miss this 
fun and exciting event.  We renewed friend-
ships, created new friendships, honored fellow 
Lions, and a good time was had by all.  If you 
did miss it, don't be too sad --  we will do it 
again next January.
       A special thank you to all who had a 
part in the planning and execution of the fes-
tivities.  To those who brought goodies for the 
hospitality room, to those who worked and 
smiled tirelessly, and to those who worked be-
hind the scenes.  You were all a great group to 
work with and I cant imagine how hard it 
would have been without you   
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     First, I want to congratulate District 
Governor-Elect Gary Steele and the planning 
committee for our very successful mid-winter 
convention.
     If you did not get the chance to attend the 
convention in Salisbury, you sure missed a 
great gathering of Lions. Our convention was 
well-attended and we raised a lot of money for 
our Humanitarian-White Cane campaign and 
for relief efforts in Haiti.
)���������/����=*  

Feb. 1 6:30pm West Charlotte
Feb. 2   7 pm  Mt. Holly
(Abovetwo to be rescheduled)
Feb. 3 11;30 amNorth Charlotte
Feb. 5 – 7 Council of   
      DGs/NCLF, Asheville
Feb. 9   7 pm Odell
Feb. 11  7 pm Huntersville
Feb. 15 7pm Ind.Trail Lioness
Feb. 16  6:30 pm Matthews
Feb. 18  6:30 pm  Gold Hill 
             Dessert Auction
Feb. 19  Huntersville Pancakes
Feb. 23  6:30 pm Hasty
Feb. 25  7 pm Locust
Feb. 26-27  State Leo Conv.
Feb. 27 West Lexington 50th
March 2 7 pm Benton Heights
March 6 Boys & Girls Homes 
 Workday
March 9 6:30 pm Welcome
              at West Lexington
March 13  Cleveland Breakfast
March 15  6 pm Hickory Grove
March 16 7 pm Rutherfordton
                 District 31-A
March 20  Little Miss Denton
March 21–23  Extension
           Workshop, Gaston Co.
March 27 5 pm - 8 pm Denton
            Shrimp Boil
April 9-10 NCLF Budget 
        Session, Camp Dogwood
April 10    3:30 Cabinet Mtg.
      Camp Dogwood
      Tour at 2:30, Dinner at 5:30
April 11–15  Camp Dogwood 
 Volunteer Week
April 17  B & G Homes Board
April 21   Davidson County
           Lions Council
April 26   7 pm Unionville
April 30 – May 2 NCLF 
        Annual Meeting, Raleigh
May 1 75thAnniversary Banquet
May 22 Dav.Co. Camp Day Trip
May 27–30 State Convention
 Asheville
June 18 - 20 Rhododendron
     Festival, Bakersville
June 28–July 3 Int.Convention 
             Sydney, Australia
July 17  Awards Banquet
           Tentative
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Where in the 
World is

DG Theresa?
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     Working toward Lions International President 
Eberhard Wirfs request for Lions to be "In Sight" at 
this time of year,  North Carolina Lions Districts 
and the Council of Governors have released a series 
of public service announcements to be run on televi-
sion over the next couple weeks.  PDG Paul Bledsoe 
produced the material at minimal cost.  The "spots" 
are being matched with free time by Time Warner 
Cable statewide, Sudden Link Cable in the north-
eastern NC and Greenville area, and WLOS TV-
Asheville Western region.
     For the most part, we are running a commercial 
at the front of a network break and then the end of 
the break. Most media call this "bookends" or 
"piggy backs", a 15 second commercial on the front 
of the break and 15 on the end. This way we receive 
more commercials and more impact.
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������� 76,411.68, which is 46% of our 

district goal of $166.000.

     Let's don't let up now!!  Be sure 

your clubs reach for the goals sent out 

by White Cane Chairperson Michael 

Schwartz.  Those goals recognize 

each club's history of White Cane giv-

ing, including the four-year average, 

which gives a good picture of what 

each community and club is capable 

of doing.

     Remember the people we are 

serving and get inspired.  Have the 

courage to keep reaching.

     I am so proud of the efforts of the 

clubs in this district.  And individually 

you all have my warmest personal re-

gards!  Keep up the good work!

District Governor Theresa Matthews
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     In all Time Warner zones, we have a pre-roll on 
video stories at news14.com. News Channel 14 will 
include sponsorship promos at no charge.
     In our district, spots will run on News 14 
Carolina on all-day rotation; on Discovery Monday 
and Sunday daytime and evening. Total spots: 186.
     In District D spots will run on Fox News morn-
ing areas and 6:00 to 8 pm; on News 14 Carolina, all 
day rotation; and on HGTV, Saturday & Sunday day-
time. Total spots: 157.
     The spots used website reference of 
www.northcarolinalions.org.
     District 31-E applied for an LCI $1,750 matching 
PR grant.  Council of Governors matched $1000 in 
each district; 31-E provided the additional $750, to 
total $3500 to be spent in our 8-county district.
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contributions in early. The NCLF needs the money now. I 
am willing to present a White Cane program at your club, 
so please let me know if you want a visit.
      Our Lions were truly in a giving spirit at convention. 
Our Cabinet Secretary-Treasurer David Smoot made an ap-
peal to Lions to contribute to the Lions Clubs International 
Foundation to help with relief effort to Haiti. In only a few 
hours, we raised $1,472. Our district added another $1,000 
– for a total of $2,472 that will be turned over to LCIF. 
Great job Lions!  (Another $250 was added later plus 
many other club donations are still coming in.)
      At our cabinet meeting, our district unanimously voted 
to host the North Carolina Lions State Convention in 2012. 
We still have to get the approval of the Council of 
Governors, but with the commitment of our clubs and lead-
ership, I feel that District 31-E can put on a great state con-
vention. It will mean a tremendous amount of work for our 
district. We will start looking in the Charlotte-area for a ho-
tel that can accommodate such as large gathering.
     Finally, I would like to thank the Lions for their sup-
port in electing me to serve as 1st Vice District Governor in 
2010-2011. Along with Lion Steele as your District 
Governor and Lion Tim Williams of the Linwood Lions 
Club as 2nd Vice District Governor, we will have a super 
leadership team next year and we pledge to keep up the 
good work of Lions.
     I also want to thank Lion Diane Whitley of the Benton 
Heights Lions Club and Lion Sherida Stevens of the 
Gastonia Evening Lions Club for their nominating and sec-
onding speeches at the cabinet meeting. I truly have some 
good friends and I appreciate your comments and support. 
A special thanks to the Lions of District 31-E for making 
me feel welcome and a part of this fantastic district and our 
Lions’ family.
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     We had 349 people registered to attend our convention 
– 247 Lions and 102 guests. They represented 69 clubs 
and 11 districts. I want to thank all of the Lions that 
helped make our convention a winner. 
     Our convention guest, International Director Debra 
Wasserman of Minnesota, delivered a stirring speech dur-
ing our banquet that I believe was one of the finest 
speeches that I’ve heard at a district convention. She is a 
gem that Lions Clubs International should be proud to 
have serving on our board of directors.
     We also recognized three students for their entries in 
the district-level contest of the International Peace Poster 
Contest. Ben Wyatt, a student at Woodlawn School, re-
ceived a $2,500 college scholarship for his first-place en-
try; Shelby White, a student at Erwin Middle School, 
received a $1,500 college scholarship for her second-place 
entry; and Hannah Hunt, a student at North Davidson 
Middle School, received a $500 college scholarship for 
her third-place entry. A special thanks to District 
Chairperson Kim Chandler, of the Charlotte Southern 
Lions Club, for arranging the prizes for this year’s contest.
     Our International Director also presented three 
International President’s Certificates of Appreciation to 
some well-deserving district Lions: Angelo Lorusso of the 
Cornelius-Lake Norman Lions Club; Laraine Dupree of 
the Wingate Lions Club; and Liz Steele of the Cleveland 
Lions Club. The Charlotte Southern Lions Club was rec-
ognized for its efforts of recycling eyeglasses, and Lion 
Gordon Flanagan for placing recycling boxes throughout 
Davidson County to collect old eyeglasses.
     I really want to thank all of the clubs and individuals 
who donated items for our auction and raffle. Thanks to 
the efforts of our district Tail Twisters and all the people 
who purchased raffle tickets and bought auction items, we 
raised a total of $5,767 for White Cane at the convention.  
     To date, District 31-E has contributed slightly more 
than $68,400 to the North Carolina Lions Foundation. We 
still have a long way to go to reach our district goal of 
$166,000. I encourage our clubs to send their White Cane 

To the Lions of District 31E:

     I would like to thank the District for the 
overwhelming support you have shown to Diane 
and me after my announcement to become a 
candidate for International Director in 2012. I 
cannot tell you how good it felt when those in 
the cabinet meeting stood and applauded and 
later as you came to me individually to promise 
your support.

      There is still much work to be done as we 
work our way towards 2012. Next year, I will be 
seeking your official written endorsement and 
then we will need to receive certification at the 
state convention in Fayetteville in 2011.

     The main thing we need to focus on now is 
increasing our membership numbers. A district 
has to have at least 1250 members to run a can-
didate for International Director. We are at 1351 
now and we are planning some extension work-
shops next month. The best support you can give 
me now is to recruit a new member!

     Diane and I will do our best to represent you 
and all the Lions of North Carolina and the 
world if I am fortunate enough to be elected to 
the Board. Again thanks a million!

   PCC Harvey Whitley
    1/25/2010
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From:  John T. Miller III, NCLF President
RE:  Vision Van Program
     As some of you are aware, Mike Howard, the Vision 
Van Coordinator, has experienced health issues since the 
middle of October, 2009.  These health issues have ren-
dered Mike unable to perform his duties as Coordinator.
     As of (January 27, 2010,) it is uncertain as to, if or 
when, if ever, Mike would be able to return to his job.  As 
such, the NCLF is left with no alternative but to pursue a 
search for a new Vision Van Coordinator.
     In the interim, it is our intent to continue to meet our 
commitment to those screenings on the schedule and to con-
tinue scheduling future screenings.  We ask the Lions to be 
understanding of our position until a new coordinator can 
be employed.  Should it become necessary to cancel a 
screening, we will give you as much notice as possible.
      We are grateful and appreciative of the excellent job 
Mike has done in developing our program and working with 
Lions and health care professionals across our state.
     Finding a replacement for Mike will not be an easy 
task.  We assure all Lions we will make every effort to find 
someone who will continue the fine tradition Mike has es-
tablished throughout his years of service.

***

From: Mike Howard, Vision Van Coordinator
RE: Regarding My Status as Coordinator
     Due to a chronic health problem that has made my abil-
ity to travel nearly impossible, my last day as State 
Coordinator will be Wednesday, February 10, 2010.
     This is not an easy decision to make, but one that 
needed to be made for two reasons.  First, I need to address 
my health issues and, secondly, the Vision Van needs to 
continue to be the valuable service project that it has be-
come for the Lions of North Carolina.
     I feel truly blessed to have been your 1st full time coor-
dinator for the van.  From my first screening in Eden 4/6/00 
to my last one in Terrell 11/3/09, I was privileged to have 
participated in 1287 screenings days all over the state.  
Nearly 150,000 people were screened or tested with thou-
sands of them benefiting from the information that we were 
able to provide to them.
     I cannot begin to thank you for your assistance, support 
and friendship during my time with the van.  I have many 
fond memories that I will carry with me throughout my life 
because of this fine opportunity I had to serve each and 
every Lion here in North Carolina.
     I am going to miss doing the screenings and working 
with all of the Lions across the state.  Since it appears that 
clubs and individuals may want to contact me, here are the 
ways that it can be done.
Home  4324 Candlewood Drive
 Sherrills Ford, NC  28673    
Cell Phone: 828-612-2521
Email:   oldrefs15@yahoo.com                           

 Dear Leos, 
     In order to have more activities to participate in and 
learn from, your state Leo officers would like to have 
your club to bring can food items and newly bought 
stuffed animals. These items will not only be donated to 
a charity that we choose at convention but they will also 
be to show how well your school can work together. 

     We want this convention to be spectacular and to 
achieve this we need participation. If we get a lot of par-
ticipation we will use the can foods and stuffed animals 
in the scoring of an activity we will be doing.

     Since the Camp Dogwood has been cleaned by dif-
ferent Lion clubs over the past year we have also decided 
in order to make a contribution to the camp we are going 
to donated items. They have requested that we bring puz-
zles. The puzzles have to be large piece puzzles; with 
around 10-20 pieces. I think of them as being floor puz-
zles.

     Looking forward to seeing you at convention, 
          State Leo Officers

     State Leo Convention will be held Feb. 26 - 28 at 
Camp Dogwood.  For more information or to register, 
contact State Leo Chair, Lion Terry Cauble, phone 704-
982-6655, email caubleselectrical@windstream.net.

��� ������&�D
������&
�����
���	�
�����������"��	��
�
���	�
���
��&
��
������%�������2���	��",�
(��	��	"�9?���������
��
���	��
�������$9��������
���
���
��/���B������������	��,�9?H$������
�����	�2�	����6D����
��,�&�D
������
�����2���!�	��
������/����'���	���
�����0
	����	�
&��"�/	�������
�����6��	"����
��
��
������/�����������	���	���
�
�������/03�0��
���
���	,�9=@�7
�!
��&���
0	
��,�&�D
������-���9?9H������!������!��
��"�������������&�D
������&
���������



District 31-E Newsletter          February 2010, Issue 8           Page 6

     Salisbury Lions Club held its annual Man/Woman/Lion of the Year 
banquet on Tuesday evening, January 19. This event recognizes indi-
viduals who have made significant contributions to the Club and to the 
community. Our guest speaker was Dr. Spalding, President of Rowan 
County Community College. He discussed the changing role of educa-
tion in the US and how schools must now prepare students for a wider 
range skills than in the past.
     This year’s recipient of the Lion 
of the Year was Lori Swaim. Since 
joining the Salisbury Lions, Lori vol-
unteers whenever help is needed 
within the Club and within the com-
munity. She is currently serving as 
Club treasurer.
     Larry Cloninger was selected as 
the Man of the Year for his contribu-
tions to the community and institu-
tions within the community. He has 
generously supported Rowan 
Regional Medical Center, the John 
Campbell Memorial Golf Classic, 
Catawba College, and many more 
groups. His philosophy is character-
ized by the standards he lives by - 
“compliment three people every day, over-tip breakfast waitresses, treat 
everyone like you want to be treated, don’t carry a grudge, never give 
expecting something in return, and help others before you help your-
self”.

By David Smoot, PDG 
31-E LCIF Coordinator

     I occasionally have Lions ask, 
“What does LCIF do”, or “I don’t 
know much about LCIF”. Well, 
here is food for thought.
     LCIF is an abbreviation for 
Lions Clubs International 
Foundation. LCIF is the official 
charitable organization of Lions 
Clubs International. LCIF provides 
assistance to more than 1.3 million 
Lions worldwide through a grant 
program. These grants provide fi-
nancial assistance for humanitarian 
needs for clubs and districts. This 
assistance aids when projects are 
too large for clubs and districts to 
handle by themselves. 
     The Foundation's goal is 
“Lions helping Lions”. Primary ob-
jectives are preserving sight, com-
bating disability, promoting health, 

serving youth, and providing disas-
ter relief. I’ll talk more about dis-
aster relief later. 
     Many of you remember 
Campaign Sight First. These hu-
manitarian efforts were by LCIF 
which targeted preventable blind-
ness and were very successful. 
LCIF is working year-round to 
meet our objectives. You can be a 
part of it by supporting LCIF in 
your clubs and communities.
     Did you know that North 
Carolina has received grants for 
our NCLF Vision Van and Camp 
Dogwood dorms, VIP Fishing 
Tournament, Duke University 
Pediatric Eye Clinic, Wake Forest 
Lions Eye Center, UNC Eye and 
Diabetes Center just to name a few. 
LCIF has provided grants to the 
NCLF and Camp Dogwood as well 
as Workshop for the Blind all over 

the state. There isn’t a community 
from Manteo to Murphy that hasn’t 
been aided by LCIF in some man-
ner. 
     Having said that, did you know 
that we in North Carolina  have 
been given more than twice as 
much money as we have donated 
to LCIF? Did you know that in a 
disaster LCIF funds are available, 
to only Lions, within twenty-four 
hours? Funds are given directly to 
Lions, no middle man or govern-
ment intervention.  This one will 
grab you:  100% of donated mo-
nies go to humanitarian work! 
LCIF has been ranked as the “Best 
Non-Government Organization” in 
the world.
     I mentioned earlier that I 
would revisit disaster relief. If you 
have Internet access you can’t miss 
all the information being provided 
by LCI on our efforts in Haiti. Can 
you imagine what it must be like to 
find children orphaned by the trag-
edy wandering the muddy streets 
hungry? Hospitals destroyed and in 
rubble. Yet, with devastation every-
where, there is hope. Lions are 
working in Haiti and have been 
since day one. Our proud logo is 
there with local Lions behind it 
providing food, water, and other 
humanitarian service. This is made 
possible by your donation.
      I made an appeal at our Mid-
Winter Convention in Salisbury for  
donations to LCIF to be given for 
Haitian aid. I said that if we could 
raise $1,000.00, I would ask the 
district to match it in the cabinet 
meeting. Two clubs and eighteen 
individuals gave me checks totaling 
$1,617.00. Our district added 
$1,000.00. We have sent $2,617.00 
through a very small effort. I know 
many clubs have sent funds and I 
thank you for that. If you haven’t 
yet, consider it today. 
     LCIF isn’t some mysterious or-
ganization in another state! It’s 
here. It’s you and I. We are a chari-
table organization made up of 
Lions and named LCIF. 

We are LCIF
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all NC Lions to see who can bring 
the most members. Last year, the 
NC Optimists won!  Let's meet 
the challenge and increase our 
numbers.  Bring your gloves.  
Tools will be provided.
     The Homes are always in 
need of resources for operational 
expenses and they need our help 
even more in 2010. 
     According to state Boys and 
Girls Homes Chairperson, Brad 
Logsdon, "Donations are down, 
which means they are having a 
hard time meeting financial obli-
gations. If the clubs in your dis-
trict can give a little extra during 
this quarter, it will greatly benefit 
the Homes."
     Tom Lamont, Director of 
Civic Club Development, requests 
that all checks are earmarked for 
“Operational Expenses”.
     Boys & Girls Homes of NC 
also make an impact in our dis-
trict.  They are training and giving 
support to foster families.  There 
have been training classes in 
Wadesboro and in Mecklenburg 
County and families in Union 
County were also included. ���

��������� 5th Annual Work Day at  
Lions Cottage of Boys and Girls 
Homes of NC at Lake Waccamaw 
has been set for Saturday, March 
6,  starting at 9:00 AM.
     The day will include campus 
tours, a visit to the country store, a 
work project, fellowship lunch, and 
a chance to personally meet the 
boys in the Lions Cottage. 
     The NC Optimists are coming 
to campus the same day for their 
Annual Work Day and challenge 
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will be available in the morning and lunch starting at 
noon. 
     Competition will take a break and door prizes 
will be awarded. Then the competition will continue 

until the next round of door prizes. We 
have several sponsors for the event, in-
cluding Gerdau Ameristeel from 
Charlotte, Mission Archery from 
Wisconsin, and Oak Ridge Dentistry 
from Rockwell. 

    Anyone interested in the event can contact: Lion 
Bob Rummage at 704-279-4872 or e-mail at
rrummage@hotmail.com or Morris Van Vleet PDG at 
704-279-9358 or e-mail at gpoohbar@windstream.net 
for announcements or registration forms.

     Time after time we are told to do one thing to 
make things better. “THINK OUTSIDE THE BOX”. 
For this reason, the Gold Hill Lions Club, in coordi-

nation with “Historic Gold Hill 
and Mines Foundation” is holding 
the first annual “Gold Hill 
Classic”.
   The classic is an archery compe-
tition to raise funds and also give 
the youth in the area something to 
do to get them outside. It will be 

held on April 17, 2010 at the ball 
field in Gold Hill.  Check-in will begin at 8 am and 
the event will begin at 10 am. It is divided into two 
categories, 17 and under and 18 and older. Each 
category will be awarded three trophies. Breakfast 
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DG Theresa & Lion Kirby 
were "Miss Kitty" and the 

Riverboat Gambler.
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31-E Mid-Winter Convention was 
dedicated to most senior PDG Willie 
Welborn (left), who expressed his 
gratitude at DG Banquet.  Immediate 
Past District Governor Gordon 
McAdams, also of the Fair Grove 
Lions, presented the dedication.
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2009 - 2010 District 31-E
White Cane Goal

$166,000
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    Lions Go Round  is published monthly for and by the Lions 

of District 31-E in NC. The cost of producing and mailing this 

publication is paid from dues paid by the Lions Clubs of 

Anson, Cabarrus, Davidson, Gaston, Mecklenburg, Rowan, 

Stanly, and Union counties.

    DEADLINE for newsletter articles is the 20th of each month. 

Articles should be sent to:

DG Theresa Matthews, PO Box 788, Denton, NC  27239         

Email:  mkmsales@mindspring.com

     If you get this newsletter by USPS and you use an email

address regularly, please send your email address to:

 bpugh@cprsystems.com

     Newsletters by email are available a couple days faster than 

USPS.  Additional announcements are sent by email throughout 

the month.   Send address or email changes to

Lion Bennie Pugh, 15 North Forrest Dr., Thomasville, NC 27369

Email:  bpugh@cprsystems.com

100 %

75%

50%

25%

Half the Year
is over!

Pick up the Pace   

AS OF
Jan. 30, 2010

TOTAL

$77,237.93


