
From the Governor... 

Hello Fellow Lions,  
 It is hard to believe 
that this Lionôs year is 
coming to a close. When 
we were in Bangkok, 
Thailand, it seemed that a 
year was a long time, but 
here it Is, almost over. I 

am so proud of all the clubs in our District. 
Participation in the District Functions has 
been terrific. I think we had one of the best 
Mid-Winter and State Conventions and it was 
due to much hard work from many Lions in 
our great District. We still have a little way to 
go to reach our goals, but during my club 
visits and talking to all of you ñEveryday 
Heroesò, I am confident the White Cane and 
all the other goals will be met and some will 
exceed last yearôs . 
 As I said before, we had a great State 
Convention this year. What an honor to have 
two International guests, 1

st
 International Vice 

President Eberhard Wirfs and his lovely wife 
Margit from Germany and 2

nd
 International 

Vice President Sid Scruggs and his beautiful 
wife Judy from Vass, North Carolina. The event had a German theme 
with flavored music and traditional dancing from the Little German 
Band. We also experienced German food such as jaeger schnitzel, 

schnitzel, potato cakes, braised 
cabbage,and spfelkuchen/sacher torte 
for dessert. We also had German potato 
salad, cucumber salad, apple sauce, 
knackwurst with rolls, Bavarian style 
sauerkraut, roasted chicken, red 
cabbage, roasted potatoes, Black Forest 
cake and apple strudel. As you can see, 
we ate very well and had a wonderful 
variety. 
It is a tradition for the District Governors 
to give gifts to the District Governors 
elect Thursday night of the State 
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Chrsqhbs Fnudqmnq Dkdbs Sgdqdr`ƕ 

Hello Lions, 

Here's a huge "Thank You" to all the 

clubs for getting those dreaded PU101s done. I 
really hope to get our directory out early this 
year. It is such an important tool for club and 
district officers. We will also have it online as 
soon as possible. 

Secretaries  -- Remember to update 
addresses, phone numbers & especially email 
addresses of your members. It is simple to 
make corrections and additions online. 
PLEASE NOTE -- Even if you have been 
reelected to an office, each year you will get a 
NEW PASSWORD for the International 
website sent either by email or in a letter from 
LCI in the near future. Watch for that letter! The 
password will be in very small  print at the 
bottom. It is easy to overlook so be on the 
lookout. 

Presidents  -- Please remember to appoint 
a Retention Chairperson in time for them to 
attend Officer Training. We need to address 
the loss of members, not just adding new 
members. There will be a cookout at Camp 
Dogwood in May to honor clubs with Zero 
Preventable Drops (no drops other than deaths 
or relocations or completed transfers). 
  

Officer Training  -- Whether this is your first 
year or 20th year as a club officer, be sure and 

attend one of the four officer training sessions -
- Sessions are for Presidents, Secretaries, and 
Treasurers, plus Membership and Retention 
Chairpersons. Vice Presidents are encouraged 
to start their leadership training now. Also Zone 
Chairpersons and all other cabinet appointees 
are asked to attend one of the sessions. Let's 
start 2009-2010 prepared and united. 
 There will also be a New Member Orientation 
session especially for those who have been 
Lions less than two years, or good for anyone 
who needs a refresher on who, what, why we 
are Lions. 

Awards, Installation & Cabinet Meeting  -- 
DG Gordon's Awards banquet will be Saturday, 
July 25, at Fair Grove United Methodist 
Church. Awards ceremony will start at 11am 
with the luncheon banquet to start by 12:30pm. 
Installation of 2009-2010 cabinet will take place 
immediately after lunch with the first cabinet 
meeting to follow. 

Council of Governors Chair, Gary Greene, 
will be our installing officer, which will make for 
an entertaining and probably "outside the box" 
ceremony. 

A reservation form is on page 6 of this 
newsletter and deadline for reservations is July 
18. See you there!  

 DGE Theresa  

The Lion Advocate The latest edition of the statewide quarterly newspaper of the N.C. Lions Foundation is now 

available online. Check it out: www.northcarolinalions.org/District News Page/Lion Advocate-Winter Edition 2008.pdf  

The boys of Lions Cottage at Boys & Girls Homes 

of NC Inc. invite all Lions Clubs to help decorate their Christmas tree in 

the cottage this year by making a club ornament. Be sure to include the club 

name on the ornament and be creative. They would like to have all Lions 

Clubs in the state represented.  

  All ornaments should be sent by Dec. 1, 2009, to Tom Lamont, 

Director of Civic Club Development, PO Box 127, 400 Flemington Drive, Lake 

Waccamaw, NC 28450 
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Los Chorros/Venezuela Partnership & Visits  

 On May 29, 1999, a new service 

project of the North Carolina Lions 

Foundation, the See the 21st Century® 

Vision Van, rolled into Reidsville to conduct 

its first ever eye screening. Now 10 years 

later, that same mobile screening unit is still 

traversing North Carolina providing this 

valuable service to the citizens of the state.  

Fittingly, on May 29, 2009, the van will be 

at another screening ï this one in Spruce 

Pine. 

 When the van went into operation in 

1999, those responsible for the vanôs 

existence were hoping that the van would be 

able to conduct between 90 to 110 

screenings each Lionsô fiscal year. During 

the first year, from May 29, 1999 through 

June, 30, 2000, 63 screening dates did occur. 

The number increased to 91 the 2nd year of 

operation. In the vanôs 3rd year, the number 

of screenings went to 122. Every year since, 

the number of screening dates has been over 

130 with 153 screenings being the high 

water mark for a single year. All of that adds 

up to 1,274 screening dates that have been 

conducted during this ten year timeframe. 

 More than 151,000 people have 

taken advantage of this service during the 

vanôs first ten years and from the number of 

bookings made from June 2009 to December 

2010 many more will be able to do the same. 

Mike Howard 

State Vision Van Coordinator 

NCLF 

The Los Chorros/SouthPark Lions partnership and visits 

began with Lion Cesar Perez-Sanchezôs membership in the 

SouthPark Lions Club. Lion Cesar had been a member of the 

Los Chorros Lions Club prior to coming to the USA. He 

encouraged SouthPark Lions to collect used eyeglasses, 

which he then shipped to the Los Chorros Club to be 

distributed to needy persons. Since 2005 nearly 20,000 pairs 

of used eyeglasses have been sent to Venezuela along with an 

eye refractor machine to assist with eye exams. As the 

friendship deepened, four Los Chorros Lions (PDG Tito 

Zavarce, Hugo Castro, Marisa Castro & daughter, Viviana 

Castro) visited SouthPark Lions August 15-17, 2008. They 

were hosted at a SouthPark regular meeting and a banquet in 

which twinning and partnership agreements were signed. In 

addition, they were given tours of Lions Services, Inc., Camp 

Dogwood and a visit with Lion Ginny Woolard. 

The Los Chorros Lions planned a special celebration for 

the clubôs 30th Anniversary from April 24-27, 2009. They 

invited members of the SouthPark Club to participate in their 

special 30th Anniversary Celebration. Four members (PDGôs 

Hunter Garbee and Jim Sasser, along with Lions Joyce 

Garbee and Shelia Sasser) flew to Caracas, Venezuela on 

April 23. On April 24, SouthPark Lions were given a 

panoramic tour of Caracas, treated to a 3,000 foot cable car 

ride to the top of El Avila Mountain where they enjoyed a 

stunning view of the valley below and the Caribbean Sea. 

Friday night SouthPark Lions were taken to a beautiful and 

moving Venezuelan music concert. On the 25th SouthPark 

Lions were taken to observe a Los Chorros service project at 

a church where eyes were screened, eyeglasses fitted to 

needy persons, immunizations shots administered and ears 

screened. A typical Venezuelan lunch followed at the Las 

(Continued on page 4) 

Vision Van Celebrates Ten 

Years of Service  

SouthPark Lions join Los Chorros in service project 
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District Monetary Goals:   

Send your District 

Monetary Goals to 

Cabinet Treasurer 

Bennie Pugh by June 

30, sooner if at all 

possible. A list of the 

goals is on page 34 of 

the District Directory. 

Bills are not normally 

sent to clubs for these 

goals. Let Lion Bennie 

know if your Treasurer 

needs a bill.  

Membership Cards 

Online - Club 

secretaries can print 

membership cards 

using Lions 

International online 

(Continued on page 9) 

Secretaryôs 
 Corner...  

Charlotte Providence Lions Club , 

in a joint effort with the Latin American 
Coalition, celebrated the Fanta Festival 
on May 3, 2009 at Charlotte McAlpine 
Park from 11:00 AM to 7:00 PM. The 
Providence Lions Club took the 
opportunity to promote Lions Club 
membership and services in the Spanish 
community. There were 15,000 people in 
attendance and the Festival featuring 
internationally known Latin American 
music acts, traditional folk dances 
performances, authentic Latin American 
cuisine and dozens of fun activities and 
Family Entertainment. Lion Miguel Lopez 
mentioned: "We gave information to a lot 
of people about LIONS CLUBS and they 
will be in touch with us.ò  

Pictured (l to r) are CPLC president, Hunter Garbee; 
prospective Lion, Rosaura Machuco; newest member 
and event coordinator, Zoila Martinez; and club 
treasurer Miguel Lopez. 

Mercedes Restaurant. The day was 

topped off with a shopping trip to El 

Hattilo, a small tourist town outside 

Caracas and a visit to the home of 

Hugo and Marisa Castro, where 

drinks, singing and socializing were 

enjoyed by all. 

The Los Chorros 30th 

Anniversary Celebration was 

scheduled for 1:00PM on Sunday, 

April 26. The afternoon began with 

solemn acts of celebration, which 

included talks by club, district, and 

guest personalities. PDG Jim Sasser, 

on behalf of the SouthPark Club, 

presented Woolard Partners-in-

Service Awards to PDG Tito 

Zavarce, Victor Castro, Hugo Castro 

and Marisa Castro. Los Chorros 

President Victor Castro presented a 

special partnership plague to the 

SouthPark Lions Club. A celebratory 

meal followed. Entertainment was 

provided by Venezuelan youth who 

performed favorite Venezuelan 

dances. The afternoon concluded 

with a dance band and dancing of 

popular Latin dances. 

Lions Jim Sasser, Shelia Sasser, 

Hunter Garbee and Joyce Garbee are 

grateful for the opportunity to return 

the visit of the Los Chorros Lions. 

We wish to thank all of the Los 

Chorros Lions for their gracious and 

loving hospitality. However, a 

special thanks must go to Victor, 

Hugo, Marisa, Tito and Maria. You 

made our visit special and 

memorable!!!  

Los Chorros/Venezuela Partnership  
 

(Continued from page 3) 

(Left to right) Tito Zavarce (Los Chorros) 
and Dave Shimberg (SouthPark) sign 

partnership agreement 




