
From the Governor... 

ñHelloò fellow Lions. 

The Christmas season is 

upon us and I pray we 

never forget the true 

meaning of Christmas 

as we celebrate the birth 

of our Lord and Savior 

Jesus Christ. 

I have really been busy with Christmas 

activities. On Saturday, November 22nd my home 

club, the Fair Grove Lions, assisted the 

Thomasville Jaycees with our Christmas parade. 

This was a great way for us to give back to the 

community. All of our club members had a 

wonderful time and the crowd really enjoyed the 

parade. 

On Saturday I also rode in the Locust 

Christmas parade. Thanks to Locust club 

Secretary Frances Almond, President Leonard 

Pritchard and PDG Wilson Barbee, as well as all 

the Lions Club members, for working so hard to 

put together this event that their community 

enjoys each year. 

I want to thank everyone at Lions Services in 

Charlotte for inviting me to their celebration for 
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Vice District Governor Theresa... 

Hello, Lions! 

Have you packed you bags for our cruise? We board ship for the 31-E Mid-

Winter Convention cruise in Salisbury on Friday, January 23 at the Holiday Inn 

on Jake Alexander Blvd. Get your hotel reservations immediately at (704) 637-

3100 -- Deadline is January 5 to get 

the group rate. (The hotel has a very 

lenient cancellation policy -- just 

call before 5pm on the day of arrival 

if your plans change.) You can mail 

your convention and meal 

registration (see the form in this  

bulletin) up until January 12. You 

can register with Cabinet Secretary 

Ron Staley by phone or email 

between January 12 and January 18.  

Friday Fun Night we will have a 

Tacky Tourist Costume Contest -- see if  anyone can beat those wild Tail 

Twisters. Plans also call for a steel drum band, a limbo contest, hula contest, 

and lots of other fun. We will also get you ready for Saturdayôs auction with 

some Silent Auction items Friday night. For those of you staying the night & 

not ready to go to bed -- Lions Bingo and refreshments will be ready. All Tail 

Twisters will be on deck for Saturday morningôs breakfast and auction. The 

Best Dressed Tail Twister will be chosen by those present. All clubs should 

bring goods valued at $25 or more for the auction which benefits our White 

Cane Fund. In the past we have had all types of gift baskets, handmade quilts 

and decorator items, power tools, potted plants, toys, wood crafts, gift 

certificates, and the list goes on. Clubs are also asked to bring small gifts and 

goodies for the raffle.  

Company give-away items, dollar store items, candy, candles, you name it! 

We try to let everyone go home a winner. After breakfast & the auction, our 

guest International Director will field any questions you might have about our 

organization. Lunch on the Lido Deck -- well, sort of -- the hospitality room 

will be open with cold cuts and lots of yummy things. 

Our cabinet meeting in the afternoon will include the business of the 

district including the election of District Governor and First and Second Vice 

District Governors to be installed in July. Then get dressed up for dinner at the 

Captainôs Table, our District Governorôs Banquet, which kicks off with the 

impressive Parade of Banners. All clubs should bring their club banners and 

give a member the honor of carrying the banner. And donôt miss our lobby full 

of exhibitors. There will also be areas for you to sit and talk with old friends 

and new friends. The hospitality room will be open after the cabinet meeting 

and again after the banquet. The fellowship and fun at the Mid-Winter 

Convention is the greatest reward.  See you in Salisbury!! 

Yours in Lionism,  

VDG Theresa 

Note from Lion 

Gary Greene, State 

Council Chair 

Greetings fellow Lions, 

The assigned hotel for 

North Carolina Lions 

attending the 2009 Lions 

International Convention in 

Minneapolis is the Hilton 

Minneapolis Hotel -- only 

2/10ths of a mile from the 

convention center. This is 

the same hotel that will 

house the international 

officers,  international 

directors, and others; it is 

a lso known as the 

Headquarters Hotel. With 

Lion Sid serving as second 

vice president this year, this 

will  present a great 

opportunity for North 

C a r o l i na  L i o n s  t o 

intermingle with the 

international leadership of 

our organization while 

showing our support for 

Lions Judy and Sid. 

There are 100 rooms 

reserved for us, but these 

are not guaranteed after 

Dec. 31. As you may 

imagine, the rooms in the 

Headquarters Hotel are in 

heavy demand. Don't wait! 

Sign up for the Lions 

International Convention! If 

you haven't received a 

registration form through 

the mail, go the LCI's 

w e b s i t e  a t : 

www.lionsclubs.org 
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all the present and past leaders of District C.  Many 

memories were shared by several PDGôs and guests. 

A plaque listing all the PDGôs from that district has 

been placed at Lions Services. We are very fortunate 

that they are now a part of District E.  Their 

knowledge has certainly been an asset to me this year 

as it will be to the leadership of this district for years 

to come.  I hope everyone in our district will take 

time to visit Lions Services. They have around 180 

employees and most of them are blind or visually 

impaired. Philip Murph, company manager, took us 

on a tour of the plant. They make several items for 

the government, such  as chin strips and liners for 

military helmets. They also make a backpack water 

hydration system for the soldiers. The company helps 

underprivileged families with free eye exams and 

glasses. While we were there, they were giving 

exams to children in need of eyeglasses. This is an 

organization we need to support in any way we can. 

You talk about ñEveryday Heroesò; they are a prime 

example! 

The Cleveland Lions Club sponsored their 

Christmas parade on Saturday, Dec. 6th. I had the 

honor of serving as Grand Marshall and also had fun 

judging the parade. Under the direction of Lions Gary 

& ñLizò Steele, the club worked very hard to provide 

this event for their town.  The sidewalks were lined 

with people, young and old, having a great time. 

What a wonderful way to give back to the 

community. 

The Davidson County Lions Council held two 

VIP Christmas parties.  One was held at Memorial 

United Methodist Church in Thomasville with around 

90 VIPs, guests and Lions in attendance. The other 

one was held at the Lexington YMCA with over 100 

VIPs, guests and Lions in attendance. 

My wife, Lion Dixie, and I also attended the VIP 

Christmas party at the Stanly Regional Medical 

Center in Albemarle.  We had the opportunity to visit 

with many VIPs during the event.  What an 

inspiration they are! We were entertained by Kayla 

Cole, a little blind girl who played the piano and sang 

Christmas carols.  She is such a blessing. You talk 

about getting into the Christmas spirit, ñWOWò!! 

Congratulations to the Albemarle Lions Club for 

hosting this memorable event. 

The Providence Lions Club Charter Night was 

held on Friday, December 12th at St. Gabriel Catholic 

Church in Charlotte. The event was hosted by the 

SouthPark Lions Club, the sponsoring club, and club 

president David Shimberg.  PDG Jim Sasser was the 

MC and Lion Ginny Woolard was the featured 

speaker. Her theme was, ñWe Lions are like candles; 

we bring light to those in need.ò The new member  

response was given by Lion  Rebecca Montaner. She 

told us how, as a child, she came to know about the 

Lions. If every Lion had her enthusiasm and 

excitement about being a Lion, we would never have 

to worry about membership and retention.  We, as 

Lions across our great District, need to rekindle our 

pride and energy about who we are and why we do 

the things we do to help our fellow human beings. 

There were 29 new charter members in attendance, 

including Club President Hunter Garbee and 

Secretary Clara Herran.  The last email I received 

said they now have 37 members and are inducting 

one new member weekly!!   Some of the Charter 

Night gifts were:  the club banner from the South 

Park Lions Club;  charter framing from the Fair 

Grove Lions Club; Tail Twister bank from Charter 

Members, Cesar Perez Sanchez and Mary Rodriquez; 

$100.00 each from the Davidson Lions Club and the 

Matthews Lions Club; $50.00 from the Rockwell  

Lions Club;  $25.00 each from the following clubs: 

Cornelius-Lake Norman, Churchland, and Denton.  

The Providence Lions Club is now officially a 

member of our district and from my observations, we 

will be hearing many accomplishments from this 

club. Again, Congratulations!! 

Several Lions from around the District went to 

the VA Hospital in Salisbury to distribute gifts and 

sing Christmas carols to the veterans. Along with 

Lions, there were various organizations, as well as 

ROTC students from Charlotte and active duty 

Marines who had recently served in Iraq.  They are 

truly ñEveryday Heroesò!! God bless them and this 

country we all love.  It was one of the most heart- 

warming experiences of the holiday season. The 

patients were so thankful  for the gifts and songs, but 

we thanked them for the sacrifices they have made 

for our country. There were some tears and sincere 

handshakes and the promise we would see them again 

next year. 

From the Governor  

(Continued from page 1)  

(Continued on page 4) 
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Bah Humbug...by Ron Staley 

One of my favorite Christmas stories is ñA Christmas Carol.ò  I have 

numerous versions of this Christmas classic by Charles Dickens, including a 

copy of the 1935 movie starring Seymour Hicks.  Each year I canôt make it 

through the holidays without watching Ebenezer Scrooge change from a 

heartless investment banker into a community minded benefactor caught up 

in the plight of his fellow man. 

In his book, ñThe Man Who Invented Christmas,ò Les Standiford, tells us 

that when Charles Dickens wrote A Christmas Carol in 1843, he changed the 

way Christmas is celebrated.  Dickens got the idea for the story on a late-

night walk after a speaking engagement in Manchester, England where he and 

future prime minister Benjamin Disraeli discussed the sorry state of the 

British economy.  

In Ebenezer Scrooge, a miser of a boss ("Bah! Humbug!"), Dickens created 

one of fiction's most enduring characters. In the opening scene, Scrooge 

scolds, "Every idiot who goes about with óMerry Christmas' on his lips should 

be boiled with his own pudding." The story grew out of Dickens' own child-

hood. At 12, with his father jailed for unpaid debts, he worked 10 hours a 
(Continued on page 6) 

At the State Promotions meeting in November the 

committee voted to create an additional 2008-2009 

state pin to recognize International  2nd VP Sid 

Scruggs. To ensure that these pins are available this 

Lions year they must be ordered by February 1st, 

2009. This will be a one time order and all pins must 

be prepaid.  If you want a pin, you need to give me 

the total number you want and the money ($2.00 

each) before January 31st, 2009.  

Thanks for all you do.  

Dixie and I wish all of you a very Merry 

Christmas and Happy New Year!!  May 2009 be the 

best growth year ever in District 31-E. 

Governor Gordon 

From the Governor  

 (Continued from page 3) 

Election of 2009-2010 District Officers  

Candidates for the offices of District Governor, First Vice District Governor 

and 2nd Vice District Governor for 2009-2010 were presented at the October 

Cabinet Meeting.   

 

The candidates are: 

District Governor - Theresa Matthews (Denton Lions Club) 

 

First Vice District Governor - Gary Steele (Cleveland Lions Club) 

 

2nd Vice District Governor - Mike Schwartz (Gastonia Evening Lions 

Club) 

There will be an election at the District 31-E Midwinter Convention in 

Salisbury on January 24 to elect officers for these positions.  All clubs are 

encouraged to attend the convention.  Be sure to select your delegates and 

return the certification form to Cabinet Secretary Ron Staley. 

Lion  

Theresa  

Matthews 

Lion 

Gary 

Steele 

Lion 

Mike 

Schwartz 
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The Gastonia Evening Lions Club 
will host a 5K race, 5K walk and fitness course on 

May 9, 2009. Proceeds will go to the Humanitarian/

White Cane Fund.  Club President Sherida L. 

Stevens and Lion Michael H. Schwartz are co-chair-

persons of the event. The project, titled the Give the 

Gift of Sight 5K, will be 

held in Gastonia. ñNot 

only will this be a club 

fund-raiser, it will also 

give us the  opportunity 

to promote our sight 

conservation program 

and the role of Lions 

Clubs in clinical eye 

research,ò Schwartz 

said.  If at least 100 

people participate in the event, the club could expect 

to raise $2,000, minus expenses. The project could 

become a zone-wide project if all the Lions clubs in 

Gaston County provide volunteers and help promote 

the project. Schwartz said he hoped Lions from 

throughout District 31-E will participate in the event. 

The 5K race will be called the Race for Vision. 

Medals will be awarded for the top three finishers in 

six age categories, along with an overall winner of 

the competition. The 5K walk will be called the 

Walk to Cure Blindness. There will be an entrance 

fee. Each participant will receive a free T-shirt and a 

goodie bag with assorted items provided by 

sponsors. The club will prepare a media guide, and 

will send press releases to the local newspapers, 

television and radio stations in order to attract more 

participants. (From Zone 7 Newsletter) 

International Director Larry 

Johnson of West Virginia will be the guest speaker at 

the District 31-E Mid-Winter Convention January 23

-24. Elected in 2007, is a member of the Parkersburg 

Lions Club since 1974. In addition to club offices, he 

is a past district governor and former chairperson of 

the Council of Governors. In recognition of his 

service to Lions Clubs, 

Johnson has received 

numerous awards including 

an International Presidentôs 

Award, an International 

Presidentôs Leadership 

Award and two 

International Presidentôs 

Certificates of Apprecia-

tion. Johnson is a recipient 

of the Leonard Jarrett 

Award from the West 

Virginia Lions Sight 

Conservation Foundation, a 

Bill Eason Fellow and a Melvin Jones Fellow.  

In addition to his Lions activities, Johnson is 

active in numerous professional and community 

organizations. He is the vice chairperson of the Mid-

Ohio Valley Chapter of the American Red Cross. In 

the past, he served as president of the Chamber of 

Commerce of the Mid Ohio Valley, president of the 

United Way of the Mid Ohio Valley, chapter chair-

person of the Mid Ohio Valley Chapter of the 

American Red Cross, treasurer of the Parkersburg/

Wood County Convention & Visitors Bureau and a 

member of the Wood County Board of Education.  

The international director is married to Lion 

Rachel, also a Lion and Melvin Jones Fellow. They 

have one son. 

Larry Jackson 

The celebration of the new year is the oldest of all holidays. It was first 

observed in ancient Babylon about 4000 years ago. In the years around 2000 BC, the Babylonian New Year 
began with the first New Moon after the Vernal Equinox (first day of spring). In order to set the calendar right, 
the Roman senate, in 153 BC, declared January 1 to be the beginning of the new year. However, tampering 
with the calendar continued until Julius Caesar, in 46 BC, established what has come to be known as the 
Julian Calendar. It again established January 1 as the new year. Although in the first centuries AD the 
Romans continued celebrating the new year, the early Catholic Church condemned the festivities as 
paganism. Although the early Christians denounced the practice as pagan, the popularity of the baby as a 
symbol of rebirth forced the Church to reevaluate its position. The Church finally allowed its members to 
celebrate the new year with a baby, which was to symbolize the birth of the baby Jesus. January 1 has been 
celebrated as a holiday by Western nations for only about the past 400 years.  
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SIGHT CONSERVATIONé 
Are your requests for sight conservation assistance 

increasing? Is your budget straining to provide the 

level of service to the community that you would 

like, or are you thinking of tightening screening 

requirements or limiting service? For most of us, the 

slumping economy is impacting both the volume of 

requests and the ability to raise funds. There are some 

things we can do to stretch our dollars and improve 

productivity. There is no free lunch, but lack of funds 

can be compensated for with more involvement and 

effort by dedicated Lions. Here are a few ideas you 

may find helpful: 

1. SHOP FOR BETTER PROVIDER 

ARRANGEMENTS 

Many providers of sight services are willing to give 

Lions Clubs excellent deals, especially for lower 

volumes of service. Many are interested in being a 

good community contributor and just need to be 

asked. 

2. USE NCLF MATCHING FUNDS SPARINGLY 

WHEN NEEDED  

Matching funds are still available, but are seeing 

high levels of demand. When expenses have been 

reduced as much as possible, use matching funds to 

complete cases. 

3. MAKE SURE CLIENTS HAVE EXHAUSTED 

PUBLIC ASSISTANCE 

Create contacts with county DSS and stay updated on 

available services, income limits, etc. If you are not 

sure of a clientôs eligibility, have them apply and be 

denied before pursuing assistance. 

4. HAVE ALL CLIENTS WITH INCOME 

PARTICIPATE FINANCIALLY  

Have clients with income contribute to the cost of 

service in keeping with their income. This not only 

helps with the expenses, but gives the client a vested 

interest and a better sense of value, encouraging them 

to take care of glasses. 

5. CHECK OUT INTERNET SOURCES 

FOR GLASSES  

Many internet shops are available, but caution and 

references should be used before placing an order. 

The pricing and quality I've seen have been good, but 

like the use of matching funds, this will require much 

more effort by the Lion managing sight conservation 

and will require much more time to service a client. 

6. NEVER GIVE MONEY DIRECTLY TO A 

CLIENT 

Always make payment arrangements with providers 

and insist on detailed invoicing that can be paid by 

treasurer or other officers.  

In Lionism, 

Dan Yost 

Sight & Hearing Conservation Chairman 

District 31-A 

day, filling pots with shoe blacking.  In 1843, Christmas was a somber holiday.  Church authorities had 

cracked down on excesses left over from pagan rituals. For a time, Christmas celebrations were illegal in 

Puritan Massachusetts and Cromwell's England. The instant popularity of Dickens' story inspired more 

festive celebrations and family gatherings like the one the Cratchits enjoy with a huge turkey -- "twice the 

size of Tiny Tim," -- secretly sent by Scrooge. (Until then, goose, not turkey, was the traditional Christmas 

meal.) But don't blame Dickens for the annual orgy of gift-giving. By writing this story, Dickens hoped to 

strike a "sledge-hammer blow" on behalf of the poor, especially children. And today, in the midst of the 

worst economy in more than 50 years, his story gains new resonance."It perfectly embodies the everlasting 

riddle at the heart of our society: how to allow any individual to succeed and yet ensure that no one goes 

without." Its message remains, says William Palmer, a Dickens scholar at Purdue University: "It's not just 

good enough to donate money, individuals need to get involved, as Scrooge learns in the end. When you 

walked out of a store at Christmastime this year and saw someone standing there beside an iron pot and 

clanging a bell, make no mistake about it. That was really Charles Dickens standing there, reminding you of 

the right thing to do."  

Mr. Dickens thanks you for all you do year round in service to others! May you have a Happy New Year! 

Ron 

Bah Humbug (Continued from page 4) 
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Our Cruise Sets Sail! 
Registration .................................................................................................................................... 4:00PM-8:30PM 

Family Fun Night (all Lions and Guests Invited) Luau    ...................................................... 6:30PM-9:00PM 

(Chicken Tenders, entertainment and Lions Bingo) 

Registration ................................................................................................................................... 7:15AM-6:00PM 

Tail Twisters Breakfast & Auction (all Lions and Guests) ...................................................... 7:45AM-11AM 

 Q&A with the ID (all Lions and Guests) ......................................................................... 11:00AM-11:30PM 

Lunch on the Lido Deck  (Hospitality Room #110)........................................................... 11:30PM-12:45PM 

Leo Cabinet Meeting (Overman Room) .............................................................................. 12:00PM-1:00PM 

District Cabinet Meeting ........................................................................................................ 1:00PM-3:00PM 

Hospitality Room Open .......................................................................................................... 3:00PM-5:00PM 

Banquet at the Captainôs Table (Lions and Guests) ............................................................... 6:00PM-9:00PM 

Room Rate - $79.99 plus tax 

Reservations after January 1 will be provided on 

space-available basis. 

 

Make your room reservations directly with the motel.  

Let them know you are attending the Lions Convention 

to get discounted room rate. 

 

 

Make check for meals payable to: 

 NC Lions District 31-E 

 

Mail check with bottom portion of this form to: 

 Lion Ron Staley      Phone:  (704) 788-8866 

 7935 Altacrest Drive 

 Concord, NC 28027 

 Email:  rstaley@carolina.rr.com 

 

Do Not Mail after January 10, 2009 

 

Phone registration between Jan. 10 & Jan. 16 

 No refunds after January 18

 

Return this part of the form with your check ï Copy as needed 
 

Club: _________________________________________________________________    District: __________ 
       

Names of everyone attending:    Stickley MJ Woolard Fun    TT  Banquet   Meal 

 (Include first and last names for badges) Lion Leo Fellow Fellow Prtnr N Svc Night Breakfast Beef Chicken Veggie 

 

________________________________________Ç Ç Ç Ç Ç Ç Ç Ç Ç Ç 

 

________________________________________Ç Ç Ç Ç Ç Ç Ç Ç Ç Ç 

 

________________________________________Ç Ç Ç Ç Ç Ç Ç Ç Ç Ç 

 

________________________________________Ç Ç Ç Ç Ç Ç Ç Ç Ç Ç 

 

  Cost Cost Number Total

 Function by Jan 10 after Jan 10 Attending Cost  

 Family Fun Night $3.00 $7.00 ________ ________ 

 Tail Twister Breakfast $10.00 $12.00 ________ ________ 

 District Governor Banquet $20.00 $22.50 ________ ________ 

Reminder:  Please Select  Banquet Meal Preference Above   Total Cost ________ 
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If you get this newsletter by USPS 
and have an email address, 
please send your email address to 
Bennie Pugh at:     
bpugh@cprsystems.com.  
 

Newsletters by email are a couple 
of days faster than the USPS. 
Also, other information is sent to 
the email addresses that does not 
get sent through the USPS. 

Dates to Remember 

International Association of 

    Lions Clubs 

Lion Gordon McAdams 

District Governor, District 31-E 

 North Carolina 

 726 Fairgrove Road 

 Thomasville, NC 27360 

Dec. 31 Deadline for Lions Clubs 

 International Convention early 

 discount  

Jan. 10 Deadline for receiving 

 registration discount on 

 Midwinter Convention  

Jan. 13 Melvin Jones Birthday 

Jan. 15 Deadline for Lions 

 environmental photo contest 

 entries 

Jan. 23-24 Mid Winter Convention    

  Holiday Inn, Salisbury 

District  

31-E 

White Cane 

Giving 

(12/17/2008) 

 

$38,902 


