
From the Governor... 

Hello, Fellow Lions, or 

maybe I should say  

Hello,  ñEveryday 

Heroes.ò  I want to 

thank all of you who 

helped as instructors, as 

well as, everyone who 

attended the three 

Officer Training and Orientation Sessions.  The 

numbers look like this.  Overall, 44 clubs were 

represented. There were 140 registered which 

included 8 instructors, 8 Zone Chairpersons, 51 

Presidents and Vice Presidents, 29 club 

Secretaries, 20 club Treasurers, 9 Membership 

Chairpersons, 13 new members and 2 potential 

members. 

 

On July 29th we held our District White Cane 

Kickoff at Jayôs Seafood in Albemarle. Attending 

were 180 Lions representing 44 clubs and  

$13,500 was raised.  What a great way to start off 

this yearôs campaign!  I want to thank our 

Humanitarian/White Cane Chairperson, 2nd VDG 

Gary Steele, for such a fantastic job. What can we 

say about our District Tail Twister,  Chris Beck?  

Everyone had such a great time and I think Glenda 

Gandy, our District Guide Dog Chairperson, had 
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September 

4th  -  Aquadale, 6PM 
8th  -  Charlotte Southern, 6PM 
29th  -  (tentative)  Benton Heights,  
 Indian Trail, Marshville,  
 Monroe, Unionville, Waxhaw, 
 and Wingate Lions Clubs 

 

October 

6th  -  Cleveland & Franklin Ellis, 7PM 
 at Cleveland  
7th  -  Welcome & West Lexington, 
 6:30PM at Welcome 
20th  -  Davidson Lions Club, 6:30PM 
21st  -  Rockwell & Gold Hill, 7PM at 
 Rockwell 
28th  -  Mint Hill, 6:30 PM   

Weõre on the Web: 

www.lions31e.org 

District 31-E News 
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Vice District Governor Theresa... 

Hello Lions! 
***  Let me be the first to invite YOU to our Mid-
Winter Convention on Jan. 23 & 24 at the 
Salisbury Holiday Inn on Jake Alexander Blvd., 
just off I-85.  Plans are being made for a 
Tropical Cruise Fun Night on Friday, the always 
entertaining Tail Twister Breakfast & Auction on 
Saturday morning and a Q&A with the ID 
following. Saturday afternoon will be our 
cabinet meeting.  Saturday night dress up for 
the District Governor's Banquet (also known as 
dinner at the Captain's Table to complete our 
cruise theme).  We are planning for lots of 
social time as we make the Lions of Gaston & 
Mecklenburg Counties welcome as part of 31-
E. 
 
You know those cruise buffets everyone enjoys 
--  well, don't miss the hospitality room for 
Saturday lunch & for after banquet socializing.   
***  Thanks to the club SECRETARIES for filing 
membership reports on time. Almost all the 
clubs are doing this in a timely fashion -- this 
really helps International & District leadership to 
know what is going on in your clubs. 
Remember to send in points contest sheet and 
a list of activities/meetings your club has had 
during the month.  Even if you have no 
membership change, filling out the reports let's 
us know you are active  -- if you have unfiled 
reports, we will be in touch with you!  Lots of 
information you need is on the district website, 
at www.lions31e.org. 
 
***  TREASURERS -- Remember it is of utmost 
importance that ALL CLUBS file a tax return 
with the IRS because of new IRS rules.  Our 
nonprofit status is at stake.  Forms are 
available on the state website at 
www.northcarolinalions.org. This needs to be 
done by November 15th. 
 
***  PRESIDENTS  and all officers, check out 
the district & state websites (see above) for 
forms and other information you need, including 

(Continued on page 4) 

If you get this newsletter by USPS and 
have an email address, please send 
your email address to Bennie Pugh at:  
bpugh@cprsystems.com.  
Newsletters by email are a couple of 
days faster than the USPS. Also, other 
information is sent to the email 
addresses that does not get sent 
through the USPS.  

Camp Dogwood Tickets were passed out at the 

White Cane Workshop.  Clubs that did not get 

their tickets, or need more, can get them by 

contacting the NCLF office at 800-662-7401 

x223. 

User IDs and passwords were mailed to all club 

presidents and secretaries that have an email 

address listed in his or her membership record.  

You will need this to access the online member-

ship and activity reports.  If you would like to 

receive a user ID, verify that Lions International 

has your email address and request one by 

sending an email with your member number and 

email address to:  wmmr@lionsclubs.org 

Tax returns are due November 15 and must be filed 

by all Lions Clubs regardless of income or 

assets.  Any club not filing risks losing their tax 

exempt status. 

SECRETARYƍS CORNER  -  

BY CABINET  SECRETARY  RON  STALEY  

Chrsqhbs Chqdbsnqx Bg`mfdrƕ 

 

p. 24 - The email address for Rodney Page, Presi-

dent of Mt. Holly Lions Club is: 

 Club--pantherrod@hotmail.com 

 

p. 15 - The China Grove Branch Club will meet 

with the Rockwell Lions Club, on the 1st & 3rd 

Tuesdays at 7PM in the Rockwell Library. 

http://www.lions31e.org
http://www.northcarolinalions.org
mailto:Club--pantherrod@hotmail.com
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too much fun hitting Chris in the face with that pie!! 

It is really wonderful that we as Lions can get 

together, laugh and enjoy ourselves, and still raise 

money to help our fellow human beings.  I would also 

like to thank VDG Theresa Matthews and her 

husband, Lion Kirby, for bringing the video camera 

that was connected to a TV in another room so 

everyone could see. Also, special thanks go to 2nd 

VDG Gary Steele and his Lion Liz for providing the 

sound system. But  the biggest thanks goes  to all you 

Lions who came to support the team effort. 

 

The morning after the White Cane Kickoff, my wife, 

Dixie, and I left for our trip to Rochester, Michigan to 

visit Leader Dog.  We decided to drive since we had 

enough time in an airplane to last us for a while and 

knowing we will be flying to Saskatoon, 

Saskatchewan in September.  We planned to stop at 

the National Football Hall of  Fame in Canton, Ohio 

which is right off I-77. We did not realize that this 

was the BIG weekend in that area.  Not only were 

several former NFL players being inducted into the 

Hall of Fame, as well as the big Hall of Fame football 

game, but there was a major golf tournament in 

Akron, Ohio which is only a few miles from Canton. 

Since we had to change our plans, we arrived in 

Michigan earlier than we had expected. It gave us the 

opportunity to greet the other District Governors as 

they arrived. 

 

Everyone at Leader Dog made us feel welcome. We 

broke up into small groups since there were a total of 

57 District Governors representing 8 states. We were 

taken on a tour around the campus and saw the 

puppies and also the dog kennels. Families from 

around the country raise the puppies until they are 14 

months old and at that time they are returned to 

Leader Dog to start their training. They go through 4 

months of instruction to learn to become leader dogs. 

We were very impressed with  the love and 

dedication shown by the personnel who train the 

dogs. Their first concern is the welfare of the dogs. 

Even after the dogs are assigned to a visually 

impaired person, Leader Dog has six employees who 

travel around the country to follow-up on the 

progress of the individual, as well as the health and 

welfare of the leader dog. What I did not realize is 

that any visually impaired person who requests a 

leader dog must be mobile.  By this, I mean he or she 

has to be proficient with a cane and if not, the trainers 

will work with them before introducing them to their 

leader dog. It normally takes 26 days for the VIPôs 

and their dogs to graduate from Leader Dog. If 

necessary they can stay longer. Leader Dog pays all 

the VIPôs expenses, including transportation to and 

from the school,  all meals and dorm rooms.  They 

can accommodate around 30 students. 

 

I wish every Lion could visit Leader Dog  and see 

what we do as Lions that makes a difference in the 

lives of our visually impaired. 

 

I will end this article with a few numbers for the 

month of July from District 31-E. We added 13 new 

members, dropped 18 members, had 3 members 

transfer, giving us a minus 5 in membership.  I  know 

these numbers will really be increased with the hard 

work of  each one of you and also with the dedication 

of our District Campus Club Chairperson, Patricia 

Carroll, and our State Chairperson, Penny Rummel.  

They are working to start a Campus Club at Davidson 

County Community College and High Point 

University.  Also Zone 7 Chairperson, Mike 

Schwartz, is concentrating on a new Campus Club as 

well as new Lions Clubs in Gaston County.  We have 

a challenge this year-increase membership,  retain 

members and form new clubs including Campus 

Clubs. I am already seeing this happen and I know it 

will with all the ñEveryday Heroesò in our district. 

 

I look forward to making my official visit to your 

club. I will be anxious to hear your ñEveryday Heroò 

Stories that bring to life ñMiracles Through Serviceò. 

 

Governor Gordon 

From the Governor  

(Continued from page 1)  
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Together We Can... 

 
...achieve great results 

 
...break down barriers 

 
...promote positive reinforcement 

 
...discover the perfect solution 

 
...bring excitement to every day 

 
...make an impact in the community 

 
...educate one another 

 
...help those in need 

 
...make a difference 

 
Through teamwork, all things are possible. 

Through God all things are possible. 
Through Lions working together, all things are 

possible. 
   
Patricia Carroll     

the district directory which has point contest and 
District Governor's financial goals.  Now is the 
time to work on club budgets & plan for these 
financial obligations. 
 
***  Our first cabinet meeting topped a full 
afternoon of awards and installation on July 
19.  We know that was a long afternoon --  BUT 
it combined three events, saving everyone travel 
costs and only taking one afternoon from 
everyone's busy schedules.  Future cabinet 
meetings will start with everyone fresh & ready 
to work. 
 
Remember, you have lots of resources, advice, 
assistance available on the web or just a phone 
call or email away! 
Yours in Lionism, 
Vice District Governor Theresa Matthews     

(Continued from page 2) 

The Huntersville Lion Club was proud to honor Lion 

Banks Miller and Lion Ben Routh with Jack Stickley 

Awards. Lion Miller has been a member of the Lions 

Club for 47 years, and Lion Routh has been in the 

Club for 16 years. They both have held many Club 

offices, participated in numerous programs and have 

been instrumental in increasing this years Club mem-

bership.
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White Cane - A gift of Appreciation!  

 

$164,093 2007-2008 White Cane Contributions by 

District 31-E 
 

$189,324 Dollar Value of Services Provided to 

District 31-E in 2007-2008  

Mt. Ulla Lions Club  

is holding a Chicken Bar-B-Q 

Saturday, Sept. 6 

11:00am until all everything is sold 

Bear Poplar Fire Station. 

Grampian Rd, Mt Ulla, NC 

Stop by for some Finger Licking Chicken! 

Rockwell Lions Club...  

We're growing! 

This Lion year, the Rockwell Lions Club has already 

increased membership.  The newest member of the 

Rockwell Lions Club, Lion Kay Parker, was installed 

by District Tail Twister, Lion Chris Beck.  Also, the 

China Grove Branch Lions Club of the Rockwell 

Lions Club had two new members installed by PDG 

Lion Bennie Pugh. The two new branch club mem-

bers are Lion Henry Miller and Lion Karen Miller.  

Please note the China Grove Branch Lions Club will 

not be meeting as listed in the directory.  The change 

will be that the Branch Club will meet with the 

parent club, Rockwell Lions Club, at their regular 

scheduled meeting times and places until further 

notice.

 

Walk in the Dark...  

 

Lion Anna Parker, Vice President of the Rowan 

County Council of the Blind and a Rockwell Lions 

Club member and VIP, would like to announce an 

event sponsored by Rowan County Council of the 

Blind.  "Walk In The Dark"  will be held September 

27, 2008 in downtown Landis.  Registration will 

begin at 9AM.  The cost is $5 per person and 

proceeds from the walk will go to support the 

RCCB.  Teams and individuals who wish to walk 

are welcome.   Sighted guides will be available to 

accompany anyone who needs it.  Food and Enter-

tainment will be available.  Items signed by Ronnie 

Milsap will be auctioned off.  Fruit and drinks will 

be at certain points in the walk.  Contact Darlene 

McElroy (704-798-8248) or Anna Parker (704-754-

0641) for more information. 

District  

White Cane 

Giving 

(8/19/2008) 

 

$18,700.00 

 

A good start! 

Keep it Up! 
$0

$15,000

$30,000

$45,000

$60,000

$75,000

$90,000

$105,000

$120,000

$135,000

$150,000

$165,000

White Cane 
Goal

$165,000

White Cane Money 

Needed 

To Fund Programs, 

Services 

The eight District Governors pledged $793,000 to 

the North Carolina Lions Foundation in 2008-2009. 

The money is contributed through club 

Humanitarian/White Cane Fund and Honorariums 

and Memorials. The money is used to pay for NCLF 

programs and services such as helping blind 

campers go to Camp Dogwood and clubs pay for 

eyeglasses and medical expenses through the 

Matching Fund Program. District 31-E Governor 

Gordon McAdams has pledged $165,000 from Lions 

clubs in District 31-E. Last year, the district 

contributed $164,093, the highest amount raised in 

North Carolina. Statewide, the Lions contributed 

$752,862 in 2007-2008. 
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Welcome Lions 50
th

  

Anniversary  

 

Saturday, October 18
th

, 2008 

Social 6:30 Meal 7:00 

 

Center United Methodist Church 

Christian Fellowship Hall 

186 Center Church Rd 

Welcome, NC  

 

Special speaker: PID Lacy Presnell 

 

Country Style Steak 

Potatoes 

Green Beans  

Baby Carrots 

Salad 

Home Made Rolls 

Dessert 

Tea and Coffee 

 

$8.00 

 

Reservation deadline is Saturday, Oct.4, 2008 

Make checks payable to Welcome Lions Club 

Mail to: Betty Hayes, PO Box 244, Welcome, NC 

27374 

 

NAME________________________________________

CLUB_________________________________________ 

 

NAME________________________________________

CLUB_________________________________________ 

 

NAME________________________________________

CLUB_________________________________________ 

 

NAME________________________________________

CLUB_________________________________________ 

 

 

                

 

TEAM REGISTRATION:  $340.00 

INDIVIDUAL PLAYER:  $85.00 

 

For more information please contact: 


