
From the Governor... 

Hello-o-o Fellow Lions. 

A lot has been 

happening these last 

few weeks. VDG 

Theresa Matthews, 2nd 

VDG Gary Steele and I 

have been traveling and 

making our annual 

visits. We have visited Mount Ulla, Spencer, 

Aquadale, Norwood, Wallburg, Hasty, Charlotte 

SouthPark, Mount Holly, Lexington Downtown, 

Gastonia Evening and Charlotte Southern. The fun 

part of being a District Governor is making the 

club visits and meeting in person the ñEveryday 

Heroesò.  The food is good also. Every club has a 

unique story: the different VIPs they help, the 

unique ways they help their communities and the 

way they help the visually impaired. I have had 

some good questions about the monetary goals we 

support through the budget. Each District 

Governor is responsible for setting the goals for 

his or her district. This determines how we can 

help our VIPôs and our communities. 

Unfortunately it takes a lot of money to support 

the areas we serve as Lions, such as Camp 
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October 

4th - Zone meeting - Charlotte at NC 
Lions Services 

6th  -  Cleveland & Franklin Ellis, 7PM 
at Cleveland Lions Den 

7th  -  Cornelius/Lake Norman 
7th - Welcome & West Lexington 

(visit by VDG Matthews) 
8th - Davidson Lions Council Raffle 

Dinner 
20th  -  Davidson Lions Club, 6:30PM 

21st  -  Rockwell & Gold Hill Lions 
Clubs, 7PM at Rockwell 

27th - Derita Lions Club 
28th  -  Mint Hill, 6:30 PM 
30th - District Cabinet Meeting, Lions 

Services, Inc., 4600-A North 
Tryon Street, Charlotte 

November 

7th-9th Council of Govs & NCLF 
Board, Holiday Inn, Fayetteville 

Weõre on the Web: 

www.lions31e.org 

If you get this newsletter by 
USPS and have an email 
address, please send your 
email address to Bennie Pugh 
at: bpugh@cprsystems.com.  
 

Newsletters by email are a 
couple of days faster than the 
USPS. Also, other information 
is sent to the email addresses 
that does not get sent through 
the USPS. 

District 31-E News 
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Vice District Governor Theresa... 

One of the joys of being a Vice Governor is visiting 

with clubs throughout the district. In addition, there 

are lots of other opportunities, and already this year I 

have been able to attend some very unique and 

entertaining events. 

 

Charlotte South Park Lions hosted a Past District 

Governor and several other Los Chorros Lions from 

Venezuela for a club twinning ceremony. The 

international visitors also toured Camp Dogwood 

and Lions Services in Charlotte. Lion Ginny 

Woolard entertained the group and let them tour Past 

International President Bill Woolardôs office at their 

business which has many mementos from his years 

as a Lion. Governor Gordon was honored to sit 

beside Lion Ginny at the banquet in honor of the 

group. She is a delightful dinner partner. 

 

Governor Gordon, Lion Dixie, and I also attended an 

annual end-of-summer cookout for the VIPs of 

Stanly County, hosted by the Albemarle Lions. 

Longtime Lion Bud Morton is still working with and 

inspiring an active group of Lions of all ages. 

While writing this, I am heading to the USA/Canada 

Forum in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, Canada. I am 

really looking forward to learning with and getting 

to know Lions from across the US and Canada. 

Unfortunately, the Forum is preventing me from 

helping out at the National Federation of the Blind 

State Convention in Charlotte. Charlotte South Park 

spearheaded the squad of Lions volunteers which 

make this event possible, safe, and enjoyable for the 

numerous VIPs who will be attending. 

 

As your clubs are planning special events -- meals, 

VIP activities, VIP Christmas parties -- please let 

Governor Gordon, myself and 2nd VDG Gary Steele 

know about them. I know we wonôt make all of 

them, but we will sure come to those we can. 

That goes for barbecues (pork, chicken & 

otherwise), breakfasts, and any other community and 

fundraising events you are involved in. (Ask the 

Albemarle Lions -- we donôt have to be entertained; 

we like to jump in and help.) 

 

(Continued on page 4) 

State Leo President Nick... 

The Leos are looking forward to a great year.  Many 

of us have been busy with projects over the summer.  

I would like to be able to share the things our 

various clubs are doing to serve their communities, 

support their local Lions Clubs and most importantly 

é. HAVE FUN !!!!!! 

I would encourage all Leo clubs to update the 

information on the National Website. Many schools 

do not have email addresses listed for their advisors. 

Most of us need to update our Presidentôs informa-

tion.  I would like for everyone to email me updated 

information on their clubs contact information (both 

advisors and Leo Officers) and their calendars for 

the upcoming year.  I would like to discuss what we 

can do to reward our Leo Club advisors. Our advi-

sors are critical to our success and many of them 

give year after year to support us. 

My staff and I are working on a fantastic spring 

convention the weekend of February 20th.  Please 

stay tuned for information on this event.  I encour-

age each club to consider sending as many people as 

possible. 

To the Lions: I would like to thank everyone for 

your support of our clubs.  We are your future.  If 

your Club doesnôt currently sponsor a Leo Club 

please consider doing so. If you donôt feel you have 

the resources to sponsor a Club, then consider 

partnering with another club to assist or establish a 

new Leo Club. 

Based on the input I get from my request above,  I 

will be sharing with everyone the great things that 

our Leos are doing statewide.  Hopefully, we can 

share ideas on things that are working. 

I encourage the Lions to use Leos to reach out to 

new schools to help recruit new Leos. Invite a Leo to 

your meetings to talk about what the Leos are doing, 

what they are struggling with and be sure to talk 

with them about how they can support your efforts. 

 

Yours in Lionism, 

Leo Nick Hagopian 

Email: Tennispro1622@carolina.rr.com 
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Dogwood, the Vision Van, Christmas parties and the 

VIP Fishing Tournament, to name just a few. The 

return we get from providing services for the VIPôs 

and communities cannot be measured in money, but 

is measured in love, and in knowing what we do as 

Lions is making our communities and the world a 

better place to live. A lot of people all over this planet 

would be without if it wasnôt for ñyouò Lions 

working and funding the things that are needed to 

help the less fortunate.  

 At the last Council of Governors meeting, the 

other Governors and I decided to undertake a project 

to help the Memorials and Honorariums program. For 

a $50.00 contribution, you will receive a box of 20 

cards for Christmas that wish holiday greetings and a 

note that your contribution has been made to the 

North Carolina Lions Foundation in your name. On 

the front of the card will be a reproduction of an 

original pen and water color artwork by Joanie 

Covell, a nationally recognized North Carolina artist. 

Lion Joanie is the wife of Mike Covell, District 

Governor of District 31-A. 

 VDG Theresa Matthews and her husband, 

Lion Kirby Matthews and Lion Dixie and I were 

invited to a special banquet held by the Charlotte 

SouthPark Lions Club. One of their club members, 

Lion Cesar Perez Sanchez, who is originally from 

Venezuela,  

has been talking with some of the members of his 

former club in Venezuela. The two clubs decided to 

become partners in service. PDG Tito Zavarce and 

other dignitaries from the Los Chorros Lions Club in 

Caracas, Venezuela, along with some of the club 

members were in attendance. The banquet was held at 

the Residence Inn SouthPark to honor the two clubs. 

At this event the two clubs signed a document 

making them sister clubs. It was an honor to attend 

and witness these clubs become partners-in-service. 

We also had the privilege of sharing a table with 

Ginny Woolard. What a wonderful lady she is! She 

talked about her travels with her late husband 

William L. Woolard while he was serving as 

International President.  It was an evening we will 

never forget. 

 On Wednesday, August 27th, VDG Theresa 

Matthews, along with Dixie and myself, worked with 

the Albemarle Lions Club as they hosted a hamburger

-hotdog lunch and bingo party for the Stanley County 

VIPôs. This is an annual event where they can all 

come together for fun and fellowship. As in all things 

we do in Lionism, we get far more back when serving 

others. Thanks to all the ñEveryday Heroesò all 

across this ñExcellentò district known as District 31-

E! 

 Lion Dixie, VDG Theresa Matthews, husband 

Lion Kirby Matthews and I will be leaving for the 

USA/Canada Leadership Forum being held in 

Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, Canada. If you have never 

been to a forum, you are missing a great opportunity 

to learn what it means to be a Lion. Every Lion who 

plans to ñstep upò and becomes a leader needs to 

attend. 

 I want to take this opportunity to say thank 

you to all the Lion ñHeroesò that VDG Theresa, 2nd 

VDG Gary and I have met and will be meeting. 

ñYouò really are making ñmiracles through serviceò!  
 

Governor Gordon 

From the Governor  

(Continued from page 1)  

White Cane - A Gift of Appreciation!  

 

$164,093 2007-2008 White Cane Contributions by 

District 31-E Clubs 
 

$189,324 Dollar Value of Services Provided to 

District 31-E Clubs in 2007-2008  

District 31-E 

White Cane 

Giving 

(9/23/2008) 

 

$24,252.00 

 

A good start!  

Keep it Up! 
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Yours in Lionism & Service,  

VDG Theresa Matthews 

 

PS Donôt miss the cabinet meeting at the end of the month. Information you need will be presented. Questions 

you have can be answered. Friends are waiting to be made!! 

 

SEE YOU THERE! 

(Continued from page 2) 

Leones + Lions: Working 

Together As Partners In Service 

PDG James H. Sasser 
 

Friday, August 15, 2008 was a special day for the 

Club de Leones Caracus Los Chorros, Venezuela 

and the Charlotte 

SouthPark Lions 

Club, USA. Four 

members of the Los 

Chorros Club (Tito 

Zavarce, PDG, Hugo 

Castro, Marisha 

Castro and Viviana 

Castro) were breakfast 

guests of the South-

Park Club. During the 

breakfast meeting, 

PDG Tito told about 

the Los Chorros Club 

service projects, 

especially the four-

year partnership with SouthPark in which nearly 

18,000 pairs of used eyeglasses have been distrib-

uted and fitted to needy Venezuelan citizens. The 

partnership began in 2004 when Lion Cesar Perez-

Sanchez moved to Charlotte and began attending 

SouthPark meetings. Lion Cesar asked SouthPark 

Lions if they would collect used eyeglasses for him 

to send to Los Chorros to assist needy persons. 

SouthPark Lions quickly accepted the "service" 

request with PDG Jim Sasser serving as coordinator 

of the collection process. In addition, eye examina-

tion equipment was collected from eye professionals 

and sent to Los Chorros Lions to assist with eye 

exams and fitting of eyeglasses. 

  

A highlight of the Friday, August 15 breakfast 

meeting was the exchange of pins, club banners and 

the signing of an official "twinning agreement" 

between Los Chorros and SouthPark. Following the 

meeting, Southpark Lions escorted members of the 

Los Chorros Club on a visit to the office of William 

L. Woolard, former LCI President, where Lion 

Ginny Woolard provided lunch and a diverse 

display of gifts and memorabilia that the Woolards 

received during 

Lion Bill's 

tenure as 

Intenational 

President. This 

was followed 

by a tour of 

Lions Services, 

Inc., an indus-

try that em-

ploys nearly 

175 blind and 

sight-impaired 

workers in 

Charlotte. In 

addition, Lions 

Services operates a full-service eye clinic. Both the 

eye clinic and Lions Services are owned and oper-

ated by the Lions Clubs of Mecklenburg County. 

  

Friday evening Southpark hosted a dinner for the 

Los Chorros Lions. Among the forty invited guests 

were 31-E  Governor Gordon McAdams, VDG 

Theresa Matthews, NCLF President Jim Walker and 

Lion Ginny Woolard. Two events highlighted the 

dinner agenda. First, SouthPark President Dave 

Shimberg and Los Chorros PDG Tito Zavarce 

signed a formal  "partnership agreement" commiting 

the two clubs to work together in a variety of ways 

in the future. As VDG Theresa Matthews stated, 

"This partnership agreement will serve as an exam-

(Continued on page 6) 

Ohbstqdc hm O`rs Hmsdqm`shnm`k Oqdrhcdms Ahkk Vnnk`qcƍr Neehbd `qd

left to right:: PDG Tito Zavarace, Lion Ginny Woolard, Lion 

Marisa Castro, Lion Hugo Castro and Lion Louis Atchison 
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Tax returns are due November 15 and must be filed 

by all Lions Clubs regardless of income or 

assets.  Any club not filing risks losing their tax 

exempt status. 

SECRETARYƍS CORNER  -  

BY CABINET  SECRETARY  RON  STALEY  

District 31-E Past District Governors held their annual social in Rockwell on August 

2nd.  PDG Morris VanVleet hosted this annual meeting of the PDGs from our District.  The purpose of the 

annual meeting is to get together and have fun. Attending this year, from left to right were: 1st row; PDGôs 

Ron Staley(96-97), Willie Welborn(55-56), Gordon Flanagan(91-92), Bill Udovich(84-85), Diane Whitley

(03-04), Don Byerly(98-99), Dolores OôMalley(06-07), Sydney Eudy(07-08); back row: Jerry Bates(65-

66), Clarence Williford(02-03), John OôMalley(94-95), Hunter Garbee(04-05), Fred Plummer(04-05), Dale 

Dupree(05-06), Morris VanVleet(06-07), Bob Loeblein(73-74), Jack Frank(75-76), Aldeen Robbins(88-

89), George Ohm(01-02) and Harvey Whitley(94-95 & 95-96).  Also present, but not yet a Power Done 

Gone, was 2nd VDG Gary Steele. 

Each year hundreds of Lions clubs 
around the world hold vision screen-
ings, community education programs, 
eyeglass collections and other special 
projects in October as part of World 

Sight Day.  
Now is the time to plan your club's activities for Lions 

World Sight Day 2008 . Lions are encouraged to plan 
events for October 9, World Sight Day, or sometime 
during the month of October. 

�7�K�H�U�H���D�U�H���D���Q�X�P�E�H�U���R�I���U�H�V�R�X�U�F�H�V���D�W���/�&�,�¶�V���Z�H�E�V�L�W�H����
www.lionsclubs.org/EN/content/vision_services_wsday. 
shtml that will help your club. For suggestions, download 
The Lions World Sight Day Activity Guide mentioned in 
the webpage. Also available is information for ordering 
the new Lions Eye Health Program material and informa-
tion about recycling eyeglasses.  PDG Jerry Austin is 
District Chairperson for Sight Conservation. 

White Cane Safety 

Day... 

The familiar white cane with a 
red band at the bottom is used by 
blind and visually impaired persons 
in many countries. 

Lions can help increase awareness of the use of the 
white cane and laws governing its use.  Specific days or 
weeks may be designated for white cane events.  During 
these times Lions can help educate the public about the 
aspirations, hopes and abilities of people who are blind or 
visually impaired. 

As a result of a 1964 congressional resolution, the 
President of the United States annually issues a 
�S�U�R�F�O�D�P�D�W�L�R�Q���G�H�V�L�J�Q�D�W�L�Q�J���2�F�W�R�E�H�U�������W�K���D�V���³�1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O��
�:�K�L�W�H���&�D�Q�H���6�D�I�H�W�\���'�D�\���´ 

In the United States, laws vary from state to state, but 
in all cases, those carrying white canes are afforded the 
right of way when crossing a road and when in a public 
place. 

�$�G�G�L�W�R�Q�D�O���L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���F�D�Q���E�H���I�R�X�Q�G���D�W���/�L�R�Q�¶�V��
�,�Q�W�H�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�¶�V���Z�H�E�V�L�W�H�����K�W�W�S�������Z�Z�Z���O�L�R�Q�V�F�O�X�E�V���R�U�J���(�1��
content/vision_services_whitecane.shtml#  
 
Note:   The above referenced dates are suggestions.  Clubs 
may determine the dates best suited to their community and the 
club's schedule. 
 


