
From the Governor... 

ñHelloò,  Fellow Lions. 

I am very excited to 

inform the district that 

we have a new Lions 

Club. Providence Lions 

Club in Charlotte has 

been formed, had its 

organizational meeting 

and club officer election. PDG Hunter Garbee will 

serve as club president. Their sponsoring club is 

the Southpark Lions Club. My congratulations to 

all the new members and everyone who worked 

hard to create this new club. The official charter 

date for the Providence Lions Club will be Friday, 

December 12th.   

The month of October was very busy for VDG 

Theresa Matthews, 2nd VDG Gary Steele and me.  

We visited Cleveland/Franklin Ellis, Welcome/

West Lexington,  Cornelius/Lake Norman, 

Davidson, Rockwell/Gold Hill, Derita, and Mint 

Hill Lions Clubs.  I have had the pleasure of 

installing several new members during my visits. 

At the Cornelius/Lake Norman Club, 5 possible 

new members were in attendance at their 

Membership Drive Dinner.  Congratulations and 
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November 

 
3rd   Gastonia Noon  12:00 noon 
3rd   West Charlotte     6:30 PM 
6th  Charlotte Eastern 12:30 PM 
6th  Landis 6:30 PM 
7th-9th Council of Govs & NCLF 

Board, Holiday Inn, Fayetteville 
10th  Zone 3 Meeting  Ryanôs Steak 
 House, Salisbury NC 6:30 PM 

 

 
11th  Charlotte Western 12:00 Noon 
11th  Odell & Jackson Park 7:00 PM 
17th  Hickory Grove 6:00 PM 
18th  Oakboro 12:00 Noon 
18th  Bessemer City  6:30 PM 
22nd  Christmas Parade, Thomasville 
29th  Christmas Parade, Locust Weõre on the Web: 

www.lions31e.org 

District 31-E News 

 



PAGE 2 D ISTRICT 31-E NEWSLETTER -  NOV 2008 -  I SSUE 5 

Vice District Governor Theresa... 

 

Hello, Lions, 

 

-- ANOTHER REMINDER -- Clubs MUST file tax 

returns by November 15.  Our non-profit status is at 

stake.  Forms are available on line on the district 

website.  Please turn to the district leadership if you 

have questions with this.  Most clubs with a den have 

been filing with the IRS, but new rulings make it 

necessary for EVERY CLUB to file. 

 

--Now on to the good news!  We are finalizing plans 

for our Mid-Winter Convention January 23 & 24.  

Come go on the Lions' Cruise with us.  Our family 

has grown by two counties and we are planning lots of 

ways to get to know each other.  We set sail Friday, 

January 23 from the Salisbury Holiday Inn with a luau 

fun night.  Bring out the Hawaiian shirts and tropical 

clothes and report to the Cruise Directors on Friday 

night. 

 

--  As we visit clubs across the district, we find that 

each club has its own personality and unique styles 

and practices. 

 

"All in favor -- BITE 'EM!"  answered with an 

enthusiastic "BITE 'EM!"    

"All opposed -- SCRATCH 'EM.ò   

 

This traditional voting method at the Cleveland Lions 

Den brings laughter from first-time visitors.  This is 

just one example of making your club your own. 

 

See you soon!!! 

VDG Theresa 

"Itmfkd Hrk`mc R`e`qh!ƕ 

by Lion Donna Mikles 

  

The Rockwell Lions Club, China Grove Branch 

Lions Club held a joint meeting with the Gold Hill 

Lions Club for the District Governorôs Official Visit 

on October 21.  The ñJungle Island Safari was held 

at Immanuel Lutheran Church Fellowship Building 

in Rockwell, NC.  An almost life-sized giraffe 

greeted everyone at the door.  Tables were decorated 

with lighted trees. Wild animals could be spotted 

everywhere.  38 Lions, 7 VIPs (3 of which are also 

Lions), and 12 guests from the community attended.  

The meeting opened with a "Welcome to the Jungle" 

by Rockwell's President, Lion Donna Mikles.  

Rockwell Lion John Eller led everyone in singing 

"My Country Tis of Thee" followed by the Pledge of 

Allegiance led by Gold Hill Lion, Kathy Rummage.  

The Invocation was given by Rockwell Lion Jim 

Albright.  Everyone enjoyed the dinner and fellow-

ship.  A fall decoration was raffled off by the Tail 

Twisters.  The Tail Twisters, Rockwell's Lion Don 

Stirewalt and Lion Steve Mikles and Gold Hill's 

Lion Dale Rigsby, searched for Lions and guests 

dressed in Safari fashion.  Door prizes were given to 

each person sporting hats, animal prints and out-

doors attire.  Lion Donna Mikles introduced herself 

as "Jane" and her husband, Lion Steve Mikles, was 

introduced as "Tarzan" for the night.   

 PDG Lion Morris Van Vleet introduced 

Cabinet Members and the District Governor.  DG  

Gordon McAdams, his wife Lion Dixie, Vice 

District Governor Lion Theresa W. Matthews, 2nd 

Vice District Governor Lion Gary Steele, and Zone 

3 Chairperson, Lion Liz Steele were present.   

 DG Lion Gordon McAdams gave an interest-

ing and inspiring program.  DG Lion Gordon also 

explained the training of a guide dog and how  

to help and approach the blind.  After his program, 

DG Lion Gordon presented two special awards.  A 

Membership Key Award was presented to Rockwell  

Lion Stella Stirewalt for sponsoring two members.  

A Melvin Jones Fellowship was presented to Rock-

well Lion Wayne Taylor for his dedication and 

service as a Lion for over 40 years. Everyone  

had a "roaring" good time! 

Update from Derita Lions...  
 

Derita Lions Clubôs New location: Mariaôs 

Restaurant, Derita, 2801 W. Sugar Creek Rd. 

Charlotte, NC 28262; 2nd and 4th Monday of each 

Month.  Earlier time; 6:30 PM to 8:00 PM 

 Just completed annual Vidalia onion sales /  

mid-stream with annual peanut sales. Fruit boxes 

coming soon. Brooms / light bulbs always on sale 



PAGE 3 D ISTRICT 31-E NEWSLETTER -  NOV 2008 -  I SSUE 5 

keep up the good work as we strive to see an upswing 

in membership across the district. 

My wife Dixie and I, along with VDG Theresa 

Matthews and husband Kirby, had a great time at the 

USA/Canada Forum in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, 

Canada.  The native Indians from that area performed 

a show of song and dance. I  wish all of you could 

have been there to see them. 

We attended many seminars and found them to be 

very informative.  We also had the opportunity to 

meet and dine with International Director Larry 

Johnson and his wife Rachel, who reside in 

Parkersburg, West Virginia.  ID Larry will be the 

featured speaker at our Mid-Winter Convention, 

which will be held Jan. 23rd and 24th at the Holiday 

Inn in Salisbury. I hope you will be able to attend so 

you can meet and hear ID Larry. He is really a 

dynamic person. I know we are in for a special treat. 

Our VIP Fishing Tournament held at the Outer 

Banks Oct. 13th thru Oct. 16th  was attended by about 

330 VIPs and many Lions from all over the state, as 

well as Lions and VIPs from Rhode Island and  

Connecticut. This year there was a large number of 

ñfirst timers" and a good time was had by all.  One of 

our speakers was a man from Canada .  He is blind 

and with the aid of modern technology has designed a 

boat which takes him out into the ocean, lets him fish, 

then safely brings him back to his pier. When you  

talk about overcoming obstacles, he is a prime  

example of what can be done with determination. He 

is such an inspiration not only to the visually 

impaired but also to those who have sight. Our theme 

this year was patriotic and everyone did a great job 

wearing the red, white and blue. We are fortunate to 

live in a country where the blind can achieve what 

their minds can believe.  District 31-E was well 

represented at the tournament, not only helping with 

the fishing but also serving food and cleaning the 

dining area in preparation for hungry VIPs.  Gwen 

White and all the Lions in the Nags Head area put 

much time and effort into making sure all VIPS were 

taken care of and into organizing the Lions who 

served them.  You really understand what the term 

ñWe Serveò means when you leave with that warm 

feeling in your heart. 

The Welcome Lions Club held its 50th 

Anniversary celebration on Sat., Oct. 18th.  There 

were about 100 people in attendance, with club 

president Sheila Slaydon, hosting the event.  Past 

International Director Lacy Presnell was the featured 

speaker. The charter members were presented Life 

Memberships to the North Carolina Lions 

Foundation. Lions Bruce and Betty Hayes were each 

presented Melvin Jones Fellowships. PID Lacy also 

inducted a new member. Thanks goes to the youth of  

Center United Methodist Church for their outstanding 

job in serving. Congratulations to the Welcome Lions 

Club.  Keep up the good work!  

Our annual Davidson County fund raiser was held  

at the Thomasville Primary School.  It takes much 

support not only from the Lions Clubs but also the 

entire community.  Many thanks to all for another 

successful event.  The money raised supports the 

matching funds and other requests of clubs in 

Davidson County. 

In last monthôs newsletter I mentioned the 

Christmas Card Program that is designed to be used 

along with Memorials & Honorariums to raise money 

for the North Carolina Lions Foundation.  I now have 

the cards and will be meeting with Zone 

Chairpersons, after which they can present the 

program to the club presidents in their Zones. The 

NCLF administers many of our state programs to 

help the visually impaired. My hope is that the money 

raised from these cards will help meet these needs. 

With the addition of the new Providence Lions 

Club and clubs inducting new members, it is my hope 

that we are seeing an increase in membership across 

the District. All of  you ñEveryday Heroesò keep up 

the good work.  

Governor Gordon 

From the Governor  

(Continued from page 1)  

White Cane - A Gift which 

Appreciates! 

 

$164,093 2007-2008 White Cane Contributions by 

District 31-E Clubs 
 

$189,324 Dollar Value of Services Provided to 

District 31-E Clubs in 2007-2008  
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Norwood Lions Club Roasts Lion 

Ralph Vick by Lion Marshall Riggins 

At its regular club meeting on Tuesday Oct. 14, the 

Norwood Lions Club surprised Lion Ralph Vick with 

a ñRoastò to celebrate his 50 years of service in this 

club. Lion Ralph joined the club upon his return 

from serving in the Korean War.  He has served as 

President, Secretary/Treasury, as well as all the other 

official positions of the club. Club members, Lion 

Ralphôs family, and several friends were present for 

the surprise roasting ceremony. Lion Ralph was 

totally shocked.  He had been told we were having a 

visitor do the program. A slide show depicting Ralph 

in various phases of his life was presented and 

numerous members and friends told humorous 

stories about highlights of his life. A good meal was 

enjoyed by all before the program, and a 50th 

anniversary cake was served for dessert. 

 

Shown at right is Lion Ralph (on right) and Club 

President Lion John Mullis congratulating Lion 

Ralph for his 50 years of service to his club. 

District 31-C receives LCIF Grant for project at Lions Services, Inc...  

 The Lions of District 31-C have received a grant from the Lions Clubs International Foundation in the 

amount of $50,000.  The funds will be used to support the ñMOLLE Hydration Carrierò project at Lions 

Services, Inc., Industry for the Blind of Mecklenburg County.  Lions Services was founded by the Charlotte 

Central Lions Club in 1935 and has provided blind employment for over 73 years.   

 At Lions Services, individuals are provided vocational rehabilitation, workforce development and 

employment in a textile manufacturing environment. The Lions Services Eye Clinic provides vital eye health 

care, exams and eyeglasses for those in financial need.  

 ñThe new MOLLE project will support employment for an additional 40 blind individuals in the 

Charlotte-Mecklenburg area,ò stated Mr. Jim Cranford, President of Lions Services.  Mr. Cranford further 

stated that, ñThanks to local Lions Clubs and The Lions Clubs International Foundation, more individuals who 

are blind or handicapped will become self-supporting and achieve economic independence through quality, 

career employment and job rehabilitation.ò 

 District 31-C Past District Governor John James, who applied for funding on behalf of Lions Services, 

is the grant administrator and responsible for grant compliance oversight.  Past District Governor John James 

stated, ñthat the employment opportunities provided by this funding for blind individuals fulfills the Lions 

Clubs stated mission and goalsò.  
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On October 1, 2008 five members of the Matthews Lions Club participated in a 

community project to help build a NASCAR themed children's playground 

at Nevin's Community Park in Charlotte.  This was 

sponsored by the Mecklenburg Parks Departments, 

and was called "The Hearts and Hands Project."   

Honorary Chairperson for this event was Humpy 

Wheeler of NASCAR fame.  The "build out" took 

place from September 29 through October 4th.  Volunteers 

came from all walks of life assisted in building this 

playground for "all children".  The Matthews Lions Club 

shift was from 12:30 to 5:30 on October 1 

where we joined 300 other persons on this very 

noteworthy project.  Grand opening ceremony 

for this playground was October 29, 2008.  

by Lion Aida Arak  

Piedmont Leo Club Inducts 

Thirty -nine New Members  

by Lion Rachel Walker 
Unionville Lions Club held its annual induction 

of new members for the Piedmont Leo Club on 

Monday night, October 27, 2008 at the Unionville 

Community Center. With the induction of thirty-nine 

new members, Piedmont Leo Clubôs roster now 

consists of sixty-three Leos at Piedmont High School 

in Monroe, NC where math teacher Allison Behr 

serves as club advisor. 

State Leo Chair Terry Cauble (Mount Pleasant 

Lions Club) inducted the new members and was 

assisted by Unionville Lions Doris Rushing and 

Michael Wilfong, the Clubôs Leo liaisons, and 

incoming Leo President Whitney Belk, who was duly 

installed along with Vice President Whitney Price. 

This yearôs slate of officers also includes Secretary 

Lindsay Speir, Treasurer Thomas Taylor and 

Advisory Board Members Casey Baucom, Haley 

Brigman, Eric Callahan, and Kailey Williams. 

Now in its ninth year, Piedmont Leo Club 

conducts service projects at their school and in the 

community, most recently participating in a Breast 

Cancer Awareness Walk.  They also assist their 

sponsoring Unionville Lions Club in two major 

fundraisers: the Thanksgiving Turkey Shoot and the 

Fourth of July Celebration. 

District 31-E sponsors 8 of the 40 Leo clubs in 

our state. Worldwide, there are 140,000 Leos serving 

in 5,500 Leo clubs in 130 countries. 


