
From the Governor... 

ñHelloò  fellow Lions.  

This Lions year is going 

fast, Thanksgiving is 

almost here and we 

have much to be 

thankful for. The 

election process is now 

over and all of us need 

to get behind and support our president-elect. 

VDG Theresa Matthews, 2nd VDG Gary Steele 

and I have visited 32 clubs thus far this year. I am 

excited to report that as of the end of October, we 

have a +5 in membership. Four out of the eight 

districts in North Carolina had a gain in 

membership.  Thanks to everyone for your hard 

work and please keep up the good work. 

I hear many good ñEveryday Heroesò stories and 

would like to share one with you from the 

Churchland Lions Club. This club is helping a 

blind couple by providing them a place to live 

with a reduction in their monthly rental fee.  Other 

members of the club provide assistance with food 

and clothing. They are true ñEveryday Heroesò  

and they know the real meaning of the words ñWe 

Serveò.  I would love to hear from all of you about 

(Continued on page 3) 
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December 

1  Fair Grove Lions Club  

 Christmas Party 

3  VIP Celebration- 

 Lions Services, Charlotte 

5   VIP Christmas, Concord 

6   Christmas Parade, Cleveland 

9   VIP Christmas Party 

 Thomasville 

10 Albemarle VIP Christmas Party 

11  VIP Christmas Party-Lexington 

12  Providence Lions Club  

 Charter Night, Charlotte 

16 Veterans Christmas Party,  

 VA Hospital, Salisbury 

24 Waiting for Santa at Home 

25 MERRY CHRISTMAS TO ALL  

Weõre on the Web: 

www.lions31e.org 
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White Cane - The Gift that Appreciates!  

$164,093 2007-2008 White Cane Contributions by 

District 31-E Clubs 

$189,324 Dollar Value of Services Provided to District 

31-E Clubs in 2007-2008  

Vice District Governor Theresa... 

WANTED -- Lions with passion and knowledge (or 

the desire to get knowledge) who will serve the 

district 2009-2010. It is hard to believe that work on 

the 2009-2010 Lions Year has already begun.  While 

Governor Gordon's committee chairpersons are 

working hard to get the word out now, I am already 

putting together the team for next year. Do you wish 

to serve?  Do you want to help get the word out?  No 

special experience is needed, just enthusiasm for the 

service we provide to others and a desire to spread the 

word. Training is available. If you want to get to 

know the Lions of your area better, Zone chairperson 

is the job for you.  This is one of the jobs I enjoyed 

the most in my Lionistic career. What Lions project 

do you get the most excited about:  Camp Dogwood,  

Volunteering, Clinical Eye Research, Memorials & 

Honorariums, Organ & Tissue Donation, Vision Van, 

Sight & Hearing Conservation?  Positions are 

available. If you want a particular job, you need to 

contact me now. We need Lions from all the counties 

and zones represented on the cabinet for 2009 - 2010.  

I especially want to reach out to the Lions of 

Mecklenburg and Gaston Counties -- I am not aware 

where you have served or want to serve -- PLEASE 

LET ME KNOW. Please share this appeal for leaders 

with all members of your clubs. You never know who 

will step up and be our next outstanding leader. And 

don't forget to let your clubs know about Mid-Winter 

Convention Jan. 23 & 24.  Make registration forms 

available to them.  Remember, elections will be held 

with the following candidates:  Theresa Matthews, 

District Governor; Gary Steele 1st Vice District 

Governor; and Mike Schwartz, 2nd Vice District 

Governor. These resolutions and nominations will be 

made at the cabinet meeting after lunch. And we are 

looking for the next nominee for 2nd Vice District 

Governor to run for election in 2009-2010. 

Happy Holidays to all.  Remember our VIPs! 

Yours in Lionism,  

VDG Theresa 

District 31-E 

White Cane 

Giving 

(11/25/2008) 

 

$30,209.00 

White Cane Update... 

This year our White Cane Drive promises to be a 

challenge.  When we started the year, I thought that 

we would have a very easy year making goal.  After 

watching the economy over the past several months, 

I know that it will be challenging but attainable.  I 

have visited several clubs so far and am reassured 

with the enthusiasm and drive that I see.  I've had the 

opportunity to install some new members and tell 

them about my experience at Camp Dogwood this 

past summer.  As I've told all the clubs, our White 

Cane money is well spent and the opportunities it 

gives the visually impaired in our State are 

commendable.  I would like to thank the clubs who 

have stepped up early this year and exceeded their 

donations from last year. These clubs are: 

Churchland Lions with a donation of $1,452, Indian 

Trail Lions with a donation of $1,500, Mount Holly 

Lions with a donation of $1,000, Mt. Ulla Lions with 

a donation of $1,170 and Stanfield Lions with a 

donation of $1,500.  Several other clubs have had 

very good starts at meeting their goals and I am 

confident that they will make them.  Keep up the 

good work and let's continue the tradition of the 

"Excellent" District, by not only making the goal but 

by exceeding the goal and making our VIPs proud. 

Thanks, 

2VDG Gary Steele 

White Cane Chair 
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some of the ñMiracles Through Serviceò you provide 

as a club or as an individual. Everyone in the district 

needs to know what you are doing to help the citizens 

in your community have a better life. 

On Nov. 5th I had an opportunity to attend a meeting  

at the North Carolina Department of Emergency 

Management (NCDEM) in Raleigh. It does not 

matter where you live in N. C., natural or man-made 

disasters can happen. One of the most important steps 

that can be taken as a family is preparing a disaster 

plan.  Immediately after a disaster, essential  services 

may be cut off and local disaster relief and 

government responders may not be able to reach you 

right away.  The disaster assistance sight provides a 

check-list of items you may need in an emergency.  

This sight is www.northcarolinalions.org, then click 

on disaster assistance link to receive the information. 

NCDEM is excited that the Lions of North Carolina 

are willing to volunteer in the North Carolina Lions 

Individual Assistance Program.  Lions would go into 

their local communities after a disaster to assist 

residence recover. We have established a partnership 

with the North Carolina Department of Emergency 

Management (NCDEM) Agency and the Federal  

Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) to create 

this program. 

Lions would help in the recovery operation activities 

which are designed to restore public infrastructure 

and facilities, assisting families with securing safe, 

decent and sanitary housing. The objective is to equip 

the Lions Club members with the skills necessary to 

insure that those impacted by a disaster gain access to 

full range of state and federal programs made 

available in the aftermath of a disaster. This 

information can be given through door-to-door 

canvassing so the Lions can inform and assist 

individuals in the hot line numbers and at the Disaster 

Relief Centers (DRC). At the DRC, Lions will help 

with the intake and exit interviews, help them in 

getting to the right agencies that can best help them 

and make sure they are in contact with all available 

known resources. There will be a program presented 

at our Mid-Winter Convention for those who are 

interested in learning more about NCDEM and how 

Lions can be a part of this program. 

District 31-E will be holding itôs Mid-Winter 

Convention on Jan. 23rd and 24th , 2009 at The 

Holiday Inn on Jake Alexander Blvd. in Salisbury. 

Our theme this year is ñOur Cruise Sets Sailò.  Friday 

night (Fun Night) will be a luau so wear your 

Hawaiian attire.  Second International Vice President 

Sid Scruggs and his wife Judy will be there having 

fun and looking forward to greeting all of you. 

Saturday will start with our Tail Twisterôs Breakfast 

and auction. Iôm sure our District Tail Twister, Chris 

Beck, will have something up his sleeve, on his head, 

or in his face to keep us laughing and wanting us to 

buy more so we can watch our White Cane goal soar. 

There will be many displays and information 

provided for us all during the day. At our Saturday 

evening banquet PID Lacy Presnell will introduce our 

International Director Lion Larry Johnson and his 

wife Rachel. ID Larry is from Vienna, West Virginia 

and has been a member of the Parkersburg Lions 

Club since 1974. He was elected International 

Director in 2007. ID Larry is looking forward to 

coming, meeting all of you, and sharing his 

experiences in Lionism with us. I hope everyone is 

planning to attend to hear this dynamic speaker. 

Thank you to everyone for the work you do to make 

this district the best district in North Carolina. 

Governor Gordon 

From the Governor  

(Continued from page 1)  

Program at Davis Townsend Lions Club 
Lion Ricky Hicks, Zone Chairman, gave a program 

to our Lions club meeting this past Monday, October 

20. The program highlighted several areas of 

Lionism including White Cane, Camp Dogwood and 

ideas as to how we can reach out to our community.  

We thank Rick for his input and interest in our club.  

Lion President Jeff Goins  

Davis Townsend Lions Club 

Merry Christmas !!!  
 

Lions Gordon, 

Theresa, Gary,  

Patricia, Bennie & 

Ron 

http://www.northcarolinalions.org
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Now, if youôre reading this you may be asking 

yourself, ña what?ò A Stickley fellowship is an 

honorarium (the highest in North Carolina), not an 

award. It honors the memory of Past International 

President John L. ñJackò Stickley of Charlotte. Jack 

was North Carolinaôs first international president. 

The honorarium is presented to an individual, 

Lion or not, of your choice. You can purchase one 

for yourself if you choose. The cost is $500.00. The 

payment can be made on an installment plan if 

necessary. The money goes to the North Carolina 

Lions Foundation. This money is put in an endow-

ment program and only the interest is used from the 

funds. The interest provides funding for administra-

tive costs of the foundation. This will allow other 

monies generated to be used for programs and 

services.  

The recipient receives an impressive plaque, a 

lapel pin, and is recognized at district and state 

meetings. 

This is a great way to show a Lion, spouse, or 

friend that you think they are special! I will be glad 

to talk with you or your club. You can call me, or Iôll 

email you information if this is a program for you.  

David Smoot, PDG 

District Chairman 

PS: How about a Stickley for your club president 

each year? 

 VAVS Reminder 

The passing out of gifts and caroling to the 

Veterans at the VA in Salisbury, NC will be on 

Tuesday, December 16th at 6:00 PM in Building 6 

(where the bingo parties are held). It will be loads of 

fun and I would like to have a good turn out from the 

Lions. 

Thanks 

Lion Linda VanVleet 

Piedmont Leo Club Inducts Thirty-Mhmd Mdv Ldladqrƕby Lion Rachel Walker 

Unionville Lions Club 

held its annual 

induction of new 

members for the 

Piedmont Leo Club on 

Monday night, October 

27, 2008 at the 

Unionville Community 

Center. With the 

induction of thirty-nine 

new members, 

Piedmont Leo Clubôs 

roster now consists of 

sixty-three Leos at Piedmont High 

School in Monroe, NC, where math 

teacher Allison Behr serves as club 

advisor. 

 State Leo Chair Terry Cauble 

(Mount Pleasant Lions Club) inducted 

the new members and was assisted by 

Unionville Lions, Doris Rushing and 

Michael Wilfong, the clubôs Leo 

liaisons, and incoming Leo President, 

Whitney Belk, who was duly installed 

along with Vice President Whitney 

Price. This yearôs slate 

of officers also 

includes Secretary 

Lindsay Speir, 

Treasurer Thomas 

Taylor, and Advisory 

Board Members Casey 

Baucom, Haley 

Brigman, Eric 

Callahan, and Kailey 

Williams. 

Now in its ninth year, 

Piedmont Leo Club conducts service projects at their 

school and in the community, most 

recently participating in a Breast 

Cancer Awareness Walk.  They also 

assist their sponsoring Unionville 

Lions Club in two major fundraisers: 

the Thanksgiving Turkey Shoot and the 

Fourth of July Celebration. 

 

District 31-E sponsors 8 of the 40 Leo 

clubs in our state. Worldwide, there are 

140,000 Leos serving in 5,500 Leo 

clubs in 130 countries.                        . 

Leos enjoy a meal prepared for 

them by their sponsoring 

Unionville Lions Club 

State Leo Chair Terry Cauble 

installs Vice President 

Whitney Price and President 

Whitney Belk 

Lion Doris Rushing proudly 

pins Leo lapel pins on new 

inductees 
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Secretaries - Be on the lookout for your clubôs Midwinter Convention Delegate Certification Forms.  I will be 

mailing these documents to you within the next couple of weeks.  Be sure to complete and return the form to 

me.  They can either be mailed to me so I receive them no later than January 19, or given to me prior to the 

start of the Midwinter convention/cabinet meeting.  Please be sure representatives of your club can vote.  

According to our by-laws, clubs must designate delegates and they must be certified to vote. 

Presidents and Treasurers - In July, 2006 the International Lions Board of Directors approved a new policy, 

effective July 1, 2007 that affects Clubs that have not paid their club balances on time. The new policy is as 

follows:  A Club which has an unpaid balance in excess of US$20 per member or US$1,000 per club, which-

ever is less, outstanding past 150 days will be automatically suspended including the charter, rights, privi-

leges, and obligation of the Lions Club for a period not to exceed 90 days. In the event, the Club does not 

reach a good standing within the Suspension period; their charter will be automatically canceled.  

SECRETARYƍS CORNER  -      BY CABINET  SECRETARY  RON  STALEY  

Matthews Pancake Breakfast... 

The Matthews Lions Club will hold its 2nd annual 

pancake breakfast on Saturday January 31, 2009 from 

7:00 AM to 11:00 AM at the Levine Senior Center, 

1050 DeVore Lane, Matthews, NC. Tickets are $5.00 

available in advance or at the door. We are serving 

pancakes, bacon, sausage, coffee, juice & milk. All  

you can eat. There will be prizes and an auction. 

Please come hungry and bring a friend. 

ZONE 7 ORIENTATION WORK-

SHOP PLANNED... 

Timely and proper orientation helps get new mem-

bers off to a good start in Lions Clubs. On December 

7, an orientation workshop will be held in the com-

munity room at the Gastonia Police Department. 

Sponsored by Zone 7, the workshop is open to new 

club members. It may also be beneficial for more 

seasoned, active Lions. The orientation workshop 

will start at 3 p.m. The department is located at 200 

E. Long Avenue in Gastonia. Divided into five, 

twenty minute segments, the workshop will provide 

an overview of our international organization, along 

with state, district and local club operations. Utilizing 

guest speakers and video presentations from Lions 

International, members will review different aspects 

of Lions Clubs to help orient or reconnect them with 

why they became a Lion and help them set personal 

goals for continued development. Refreshments will 

be served. For information, call Zone Chairperson 

Michael Schwartz at 704-854-5315. 

Election of 2009-2010 District Officers  

Candidates for the offices of District Governor, First Vice District Governor 

and 2nd Vice District Governor for 2009-2010 were presented at the 

October Cabinet Meeting.   

 

The candidates are: 

District Governor - Theresa Matthews (Denton Lions Club) 

 

First Vice District Governor - Gary Steele (Cleveland Lions Club) 

 

2nd Vice District Governor - Mike Schwartz (Gastonia Evening Lions 

Club) 

There will be an election at the District 31-E Midwinter Convention in 

Salisbury on January 24 to elect officers for these positions.  All clubs are 

encouraged to attend the convention.  Be sure to select your delegates and 

return the certification form to Cabinet Secretary Ron Staley. 

Lion  

Theresa  

Matthews 

Lion  

Gary 

Steele 

Lion  

Mike 

Schwartz 
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